
Sycamore Class – Spring 2023 – Lights, Camera, Action 

Welcome back:  Welcome back to a brand-new term in Sycamore Class! I have been really impressed by the attitude 

and commitment of the children to their learning during the Autumn term. I am really looking forward to continuing 

to foster this over the Spring term and seeing what we can achieve together! 

English 

This term, we have started with a non-chronological report about natural disasters, based on 

the book Earth Shattering Events.  This links closely with our Geography topic ‘Human and 

Physical Geography’.  We have spent time exploring the ‘shape’ of a non-chronological report, 

focusing in on the key structural and language features, leading to us writing our own piece all 

about tsunamis! Next, we will look closely at the story ‘Journey’, a wordless picture book about 

a lonely girl who draws herself a new reality and adventure, complementing our PSHE work on 

‘Being My Best’. We will use ideas from the story to create our own adventure narrative to 

inspire others.  After half term, we will use our knowledge of ‘Electrical Systems’ to create a set 

of instructions, linking to the ‘Lights, Camera, Action’ theme.  In addition, we will be looking at the story of ‘The Iron 

Man’, considering the language found in the story and replicating this in our own tales!  Throughout the term, 

children will have many opportunities to write creatively, using their own imagination. We will also focus on ensuring 

accurate use of a range of spelling, punctuation and grammar techniques. 

Maths 

Throughout the Spring, we will continue to look at multiplication and division and apply our 

knowledge to formal written methods.  We will use a range of concrete, pictorial and 

abstract resources to consolidate understanding of the theory that underpins these crucial 

methods.  Following on from this, we will spend time exploring the area of shapes, 

beginning with counting squares of a given shape and leading to comparing areas of a range 

of rectilinear shapes. In the second half of the Spring term, we will start to explore length 

and perimeter, through practical activities and outdoor learning sessions. This will allow us 

the opportunity to improve our understanding of units of measure and their equivalence to one another, which can 

be used to calculate length and perimeter accurately. Finally, we will study 

fractions, focusing on unit and non-unit fractions, as well as mixed 

numbers.  We will be comparing and ordering fractions, completing 

fraction number lines, working out equivalent fractions and adding & 

subtraction fractions from each other and whole amounts.  Please 

continue motivating your child with their Maths Learning Journey and 

support them with quick recall of number facts to enable them to be more successful when problem solving!  

 Year 4 children will take part in the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) in the summer term.  It is an online test where 

children are given 6 seconds to answer questions up to 12 times 12. As a result, we feel it’s really important to 

improve the knowledge and recall of Year 4's times tables, so that they are in the best position possible for the MTC.  

All Year 4 children can come into school from 8.30am each morning to work on times tables, using TTRS. 

Science and Technology  

In Science, our topic this term is ‘Light, Sound and Electricity’. This topic is 

jam packed and will involve lots of exciting experiments and practical 

activities!  We will begin by learning about light and shadow, 

understanding how light reflects on different surfaces and why shadows 

form and change.  Following this, we will focus on sound and how 

vibrations mean we can hear through our ears.  We will also consider how 

pitch and volume of sound varies based on how the sound is produced 

and the strength of the vibrations. Our DT topic ‘Electrical Systems’ links very closely to the electricity part of our 

Science topic.  We will use our growing knowledge of series and parallel circuits to design, create and manipulate our 

own systems, as well as explaining why elements behave in different ways based on circuit construction.  



Theme  

Geography will focus on many aspects of Physical and Human Geography.  We will start by 

exploring and understanding the fundamental differences between Physical and Human 

Geography and how the study is of a great importance in our increasingly changing world.  

Physical Geography will encompass learning about earthquakes, volcanoes, rivers and mountains.  

Human Geography will focus our local area and include studying land use and settlements. In 

History, we will focus on the Victorian period and the reign of Queen 

Victoria.  Through this topic, we will explore life in Victorian Britain, especially for 

children, learning about the conditions in factories, education and home life.  We will 

also consider how different life is today and how technology and transport have 

advanced significantly since Victorian times. 

French 

The pupils will develop their knowledge of France and French culture and learn basic vocabulary including different 

animals, foods, rooms in a home and shops. 

Art and Design 

Pupils will take inspiration from a range of digital artists and learn how to create a digital image. They will learn how 

to use a range of tool with precision and manipulate images using different filters. 

Computing 

Using the computer program Scratch, pupils will develop their coding and programming skills and learn how to 

create, write and debug algorithms (a set of instructions) to move a screen turtle. They will then develop their skills 

further to control visuals and sound. 

Music  

Pupils will have the opportunity to develop their understanding of music notation and how music can bring us closer 

together. 

R.E. 

In the first half term we are looking at Islam and will be exploring ‘Why is the prophet Muhammad an example for 

Muslims?’.  We will consider inspirations in our own lives and why the Prophet Muhammad is so important to 

Muslim people. After half-term, our focus will be on Christianity and what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. We will 

be thinking about why people follow others and how we can make a diference. 

P.E 

We are really fortunate to have the continued support of Ms. Hunter-Dale (PE specialist). This term we will be 

focusing on dance and orienteering skills.  Our lessons take place on Wednesday and Friday so please make sure the 

children have the PE kit they need, in addition to what they are wearing, in school EVERYDAY. Please try not to send 

your child in earrings on PE days as even if they can be removed there is always the worry that they will be lost!  

Helping at Home 

Please continue to work with your child on the ‘Math’s Learning Journeys’ for ‘instant recall facts’ such as number 

bonds and times tables and with the ‘Spelling Challenge’ book for ‘Support for Spelling’ that your child brings home 

each night. It is essential that you support your child with their reading, making it a fun, relaxing and enjoyable 

experience. We spend a lot of time in the classroom talking about and working together as a team. We discuss ways 

in which we can make everyone feel welcome and valued as part of our class team. However, if your child is not 

feeling happy about school for any reason, please do not hesitate to let us know so that we can arrange a mutually 

convenient time to discuss any issues. 

Thank you as always for all your support.          Miss Davidson, Mrs Sharpe, Miss Lamb and Miss Metcalfe 


