
 

This term our topic is: 
LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!  

 

Happy New Year! To start this term’s theme of ‘Lights, 
Camera, Action!’ we will focus on superheroes before moving on 
to look at some significant individuals who have changed the 
way we live. Please read on to find out what we have in store in 
Chestnut Class this term! 
 

English 
We will start by reading the story ‘Traction Man’, thinking about the funny 
adventures he goes on and then we will create our own superhero and decide our 
own adventures for them. We will also read ‘Pinocchio’ and write our own version 
of the story. Later in the term we will read some instructions and write our own 
about ‘How To Make A Bird Feeder’ and following our history work about 
significant individuals we will write up some information pages about the famous 
people we have studied. 

 
Maths 
We will be learning about money, what different coins and notes are worth, and counting up money 
to find totals. We will also practise counting in 2s, 3s, 4s, 5s and 10s. Year 2 children will begin to 
use more multiplication and learn their 2, 5 and 10 times tables. After that we will learn about 
fractions and how to find halves and quarters. We will investigate how some fractions can be 
equivalent. We will extend our work on measures, looking at length, height, mass, capacity and 
temperature. 
 
Computing 
During our computing lessons we will be coding and programming. Children will learn what an 
algorithm is and try writing their own to control events. We will be using PurpleMash and Scratch 
Junior as the main programmes this term. Your child has log in details for PurpleMash stuck into 
the inside cover of their reading records. This can be accessed online from home and it would be 
really helpful if children were given opportunity to practise logging in from a device at home.   
 
Music  
Our Music lessons this term will be based around the question ‘How Does 
Music Tell Us About The Past?’ Children will find out about music from 
ceremonies and stories and begin to understand how communication through 
music can help in story telling. 
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Theme (History, Geography and Art) 
During our Theme lessons, children will investigate places geographically, 
naming human and physical features, and discussing local places that 
would be the best areas for superheroes to hide out! We will use 
artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find out 
about some significant people from the past, considering if a real person 
could be called a superhero and why. The individuals are all famous for 
developments in the way we communicate. We will be learning about 
William Caxton, Alexander Graham Bell and Tim Berners-Lee. In Art 
lessons, we will develop skills around digital art, using tablets and laptops to create images in 
different styles. We will learn about Mondrian and look at examples of his work before recreating 
some art in the same style. 

Science and Design Technology 
We will be learning a little about how sound travels and how this helped Alexander Graham Bell 
when he invented the telephone. We will consider animals and habitats when we make our own bird 
feeders and we will touch on electricity by making our own circuits to make a bulb glow. We will look 
at seasonal changes as we move into Spring and we will identify signs of Spring around our school In 
Design Technology, we will attempt to make our own moving superhero pictures using slider 
mechanisms! 

RE 
Our focus religion in the first half term will be Islam and we will investigate the question: How 
might belief about creation affect the way people treat the world? After the holiday, we will study 
Christianity and investigate the question: Why do Christians say that God is a Father? We will make 
links between all the religions studied, thinking about similarities and differences.  
 

PE 
PE sessions will take place every Tuesday and also alternate Wednesdays. This term 
we will be developing skills around map reading and orienteering. Some of the early 
lessons for this can be indoors if needed but as we progress through the term, more 
lessons will be outdoors. Please keep PE kits in school at all times (with names in!).  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can help by:- 
 Talking to your child about what they have done in school. 
 Listening to your child read every night. 
 Supporting your child with their writing.  
 Practise reading and writing words linked to the phonics your child has learnt that week. This will be 

in their Phonics book each week. 
 Practise the Maths learning journey tasks that your child is working towards.  
Please remember the door is always open if you need to talk about anything to do with your child. 

 


