
 

 

This term our topic is 
OUR WONDERFUL WORLD 

 
Class News: 
It’s the final term of the school year! The Summer term is always a busy one and this year will be no 
exception.  
During May, all Year 2 children will take the end of Key Stage 1 national tests (often called ‘SATs’). 
There will be tests in Reading, Spelling, Maths Arithmetic and Maths Reasoning. We aim to make the 
process as stress-free as possible for the children, some may not even realise they are taking a test! 
We tend to call them quizzes in class and we have had a look at the format of these already so the 
children are familiar with the structure and layout. The results from the tests are not generally 
reported but are used to support my teacher assessment, alongside the work that the children have 
been doing all year during lessons. If you have any questions about the SATs, please feel free to come 
and speak to me and, if you would like to know your child’s results, I am happy to share them.  
During June, all Year 1 children will take the Phonics Screening Check. They will be asked to read 40 
words, 20 of which are real words and 20 are ‘nonsense’ words (we refer to them as alien words). The 
purpose of the screening check is to see how well the children are using phonics as a strategy to read 
words. Results will be reported to parents as part of the end of year school report. 
 
Geography 
Our geographical focus will be looking at human and physical features. We will learn about ‘plan perspective’ and 
use aerial photographs to recognise well known landmarks. Children will devise a simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key.  
Design Technology 
Children will learn about structures, exploring how they can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable. We will 
look at the importance of a large stable base and investigate ways to fold, roll and attach materials. 
Art 
We will be developing our painting skills in Art lessons. This will include mixing 
colours and exploring with different types of brushes. Our first project will be a 
bridge silhouette and we will also be looking at paintings by Claude Monet.      

Science 
During Science lessons we will learn about plants, investigating 
how they grow and make observations of seed germination. We will be growing some 
vegetables in the school garden and hopefully harvest these before the summer holidays. 
We will look at how the weather changes with the seasons and identify and name a variety of 
common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees. 
 

Music  
We will continue to develop our recorder skills every second Tuesday. Please try to ensure recorders are sent 
in as we don’t give out spares in school for hygiene reasons.  
 

Summer Term News 
Chestnut Class 



History 
During History lessons we will look at how toys have changed over time. If anyone has any examples of older 
toys that were used in the past, or has older relatives who would be willing to come in and speak to the children 
about toys from the past, please do get in touch. 
PE 
PE sessions will take place every Tuesday and also alternate Wednesdays. During the first half term, we will 
focus on athletics and explore fundamental movements through running (short and longer distances), jumping 
(for height and distance) and throwing. In the second half term, we will develop our kicking skills and play a 
striking and fielding game called ‘kickball rounders’. Please keep named PE kits in school at all times.  
English 
Our first unit will be based around the story ‘The Building Boy’ by Ross Montgomery. This links well with our 
Geography and DT work. We will discuss the work of architects and hopefully meet one! Later in the term, we 
will be writing instructions about planting seeds and writing fact files about famous landmarks around the 
world. 
Maths 
We will learn how to make and interpret block graphs and we will spend some time 
learning how to tell the time and solve problems involving timetables. Our number work 
will continue as we build on our calculation skills of addition and subtraction. 
Computing 
Mrs Martin will teach computing in our class. This term the children will be learning how 
to send emails and learning how to stay safe online. We will also be recapping on various 
skills learnt previously this year. 
RE 
Our focus religion in the first half term will be Sikhism and our key question is ‘How do people find out about 
God?’ After the half-term holiday, we will study Christianity and investigate the question ‘What unites the 
Christian community?’  We will make links between all the religions studied, thinking about similarities and 
differences.  
 
If you have questions about any aspect of your child’s learning, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
(v.perry@netherkellet.lancs.sch.uk) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading At Home:- 
 Please try to listen to your child read as often as possible. Every day is a good target even though it 

might not always be possible!  
 Please write any comments in the reading record, including letting us know if your child has finished 

their reading book and needs a new one. For children reading shorter books, it really helps to develop 
fluency if they read the same book more than once. 

 Year 1 children can change their books on Monday, Wednesday or Friday. 
Year 2 children can change their books on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

 Ask your child questions about what they have read, such as: How was the character feeling? Or Why 
do you think they did that? 

 Please check that your child understands the meaning of the words they are reading. Can they suggest 
another word that has a similar meaning? 


