
 

 

Nether Kellet Primary School - Knowledge and Skills Progression 
 

Art 
 

Drawing  
 

EYFS Yr 1/2 Yr 3/4 Yr 5/6 
 Hold a drawing tool correctly and use 

it safely. 
 Experiment with mark-making with a 

range of dry media: pencil, pastel, 
crayon, felt-tip, chalk, charcoal, etc. 

 Demonstrate some understanding of 
the care of dry media. 

 Show increasing fluency in drawing 
shapes and line. 

 Share and collaborate with others in 
group work. 

 Show a developing ability to draw 
from memory and observation. 

 Increasingly control media to create 
visual effects. 

 Show a spatial awareness working on 
different scales and on different parts 
of the paper or other surface. 

 Use vocabulary: curved, straight, thin, 
thick, wavy, etc. 

 Talk about their work and that of 
artists that they look at. 
 

 Use a range of drawing media 
confidently. 

 Show increasing control of a variety of 
drawing tools including pencil, pen, 
pastel, chalk, crayons, felt-tips. 

 Layer different media and marks made. 
 Begin to use a sketchbook to gather 

ideas in a basic way. 
 Draw with increasing skill from 

observation, experience and 
imagination. 

 Develop fluency in drawing shapes. 
 Use a light sketching style when 

needed, piecing together small lines. 
 Draw for more sustained periods of 

time from observing real objects 
closely. 

 Draw for different purposes: diagrams, 
sketching or planning a painting. 

 Experiment with line, texture, tone, 
pattern and colour and use vocabulary. 

 Discuss and review their own work and 
that of other artists in simple terms. 

 Use and control pencil and a range 
of dry media: pastel, charcoal, etc. 

 Use a variety of pencil grades and 
name the types. 

 Make a wide variety of marks with 
dry media, including layering them. 

 Make reasoned choices of drawing 
tools. 

 Show increasing ability to refine 
drawings and adjust using 
appropriate pressure in applying 
media (e.g. very light sketching or 
darker outlining or shading). 

 Use a sketchbook to rehearse ideas 
and gather inspiration. 

 Draw an object from observation for 
a more sustained time. 

 Begin to explore line, tone, pattern 
and shape. 

 Discuss work by other artists and 
begin to make connections with their 
own work.  

 Use a variety of ways of making 
marks with dry media. 

 Understand grades of pencils. 
 Use a wide variety of dry media: 

charcoal, pastel, felt tip, crayon, chalk 
and select appropriate media and 
techniques for a task. 

 Use a variety of stimuli including 
artists’ work. 

 Develop ideas using a sketchbook. 
 Experiment with the elements of art: 

line, tone, pattern, texture, form, 
shape, colour and space. 

 Produce a sustained drawing from 
observation. 

 Use drawing for different purposes. 
 Use techniques such as perspective. 
 Modify and change their work using 

art vocabulary. 
 Talk about a range of artists, past, 

present and from different cultures 
who have used drawing in their work. 
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