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All end of 
term activities 

overleaf. 

What a half term it has been from 
a stressful situations point of view!  
Starting with trying to get an after-
school and breakfast club sorted, 
then having our massive Covid 
outbreak and now trying to fit  
everything into a very short 
timeframe, it has been very chal-
lenging indeed.  A big thank you to 
all of our school community who 
have pulled together to try to  
contain the outbreak as much as 
possible and keep everything go-
ing. I know that while myself and 
many staff were at home ill, there 
was a great team in school and it 
made a big difference to me know-
ing that school was in safe hands!  
I am back in body at least but it 
has been a nasty illness, even af-
ter being double jabbed, so I am 
very concerned that our remaining 
staff, who have so far managed to 
escape it, continue to do so. It  
obviously affects people very dif-
ferently and Rebecca Starr is still 
ill having caught it at half term.  It’s 
been great to have had Mr Reid in 
Beech and the consistency that 
has brought with Mrs Starr and 
myself off.  I know the children 
have loved having him teach them 
and it has been a fortunate coinci-
dence that he is a bit of a thespian 
so the KS2 play is much much fur-
ther on than would otherwise have 
been the case!  The play would 
definitely not be happening at all 
without his efforts! 

As you know, we had to take the 
difficult decision last week not to have a live audience.  

This is to protect our staff and families who haven't yet 
caught it and because of advice we have to follow from 
PHE due to the size of our outbreak. We will also really 
struggle to get the plays fully “audience ready” in the 

time we have got left.  A third of Chestnut Class are still 
off.  Most of KS2 have been off and some remain off.  

It is very disappointing for us as well as for children and 
parents.  It is a very difficult call to make as it will be 

impossible to please all of the people (as the saying 
goes).  Many parents have contacted me to say they 

agree with the decision.  Our Covid situation is that we 
don’t just have the risk of an outbreak, we have had a 
very real outbreak and still have families testing posi-
tive.  I feel it would be irresponsible of me to expose 

staff and parents who haven't yet had it just before the 
Christmas holidays when (hopefully!!) we can all get to-
gether with family and friends. We therefore couldn’t 

have a mass audience like we usually do. (Other heads lo-
cally are largely filming their plays.  Those that are hav-
ing audiences are often allowing only one parent and are 
pulling this if there are any cases—some have abandoned 
them due to staff and child absence). Staging the plays 

always involves lots of hard work but is also very reward-
ing for staff and children alike so we are very disap-

pointed not to have a live audience.  I am therefore de-
termined to do the next best thing with the children 

completing the productions and enabling all friends and 
families to be able to see them now and in years to come 

via a weblink or DVD.  
Meanwhile, I have been approached by a couple of Year 6 
parents requesting that they attend a dress rehearsal in 
masks and socially distanced as it is their children’s final 
year at NK and they obviously missed last year too. Af-
ter much deliberation and mindful of other parents, I 
have decided that we can facilitate this as Year 6 has 

only 13 children so that will be a maximum of 26 parents 
and I feel there is a case for this in the children’s final 
year at primary. I trust that all of our other parents will 
understand.  Trying to make the best call is a big chal-

lenge at the moment and, having felt so poorly myself, I 
really don’t want to risk spoiling others’ Christmases! 
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Our footballers have recently 
played in 2 tournaments. 

One for Year 3/4 and one for Y5/6.  Both teams 
amazingly managed to win the tournaments. Well 
done to all our footballers and to Alfie who was 
named player of the tournament for Y5/6. 

Term Dates: Please try to avoid holidays in term time as they can’t be authorised except in exceptional circumstances.            
                                                                                           Half term — Friday 11th Feb to Friday 18th Feb incl. 
Break up for Christmas —Friday 17th Dec at 1:30pm          Easter — Monday 4th April to Monday 18th April 
Return to school — Tuesday 4th Jan                                   Half term — Monday 30th May to 8th June incl. 

We would love to 
be able to invite 

parents for an outdoor Christmas concert on the 
morning of Wednesday 15th December at 11am 
(hopefully the weather will be kind!)  We would 
need an amp/ speaker though to play the music 
from a laptop outdoors.  If anyone has one we could 
borrow, please let us know asap. Thank you. 

Football 

Wishing you a very restful 

break over the holidays. 

Christmas Concert 

We are trying to fit in all of our usual end of term 
activities in a shorter timeframe with the filming tak-
ing place on the final Tuesday now.  This is the 
schedule we have come up with: 
Friday 10th Dec 1:30pm Dress rehearsal KS2 Y6 par-
ents to view, please wear masks. 
Monday 13th Dec—Christmas Lunch and Christmas 
jumper/ tops day. (No charge for lunch for KS1 chil-
dren—ordering letter to follow).  
Tuesday 14th Dec—Filming of  productions. 
Wednesday 15th Dec— Beech are still swimming.  
Possible Christmas concert outdoors 11am. KS2 party 
pm.  Infants in Christmas tops/jumpers.  KS2 in party 
clothes. 
Thursday 16th Dec—Oak Class trip to zoo and Santa 
(letter to follow) - we will be the only school there 
and all Covid-safe. 
Fri 17th Dec—KS1 and Oak party.1:30pm break up. 

Somehow we have managed to keep the 
wraparound care going all of this half term 
against the odds and that is thanks both to 
staff in school who have stepped in and also 
to parents and grandparents who have very 
generously given their time.  A massive 
thank you to all of you, it is very much ap-
preciated by me and by all our working par-
ents who rely on the clubs.  We are aiming 
to get the clubs in a much more stable posi-
tion after Christmas and Helen and myself 
have been looking at ways to sort booking, 
payments and staffing out since it first be-
came a “thing” for us to sort before half 
term.  It has taken a long time to sort the 
financial side as many parents pay with 
vouchers and these are from many different 
providers—we have now registered with all 
of those providers so, if you use vouchers, 
you should be able to select our school. We 
are still trying to sort things with the bank 
and are in the process of setting up Scopay 
which will be an online booking and pay-
ment service.  Helen is keeping a track of 
everyone’s account so far so don’t worry 
about paying until she sends you a bill.  We 
will hopefully have the automated system 
up and running in January.  
On the staffing side, we have been very for-
tunate to have recruited Sophie Wren who 
many of you will know from running NK 
youth club.  She will run both breakfast and 
after school clubs so ASC will now be much 
easier for a second person to help with as 
we’ll have a slick system in place! We do still 
need an additional adult for Mon-Thur at 
after school club.  This will be a paid posi-
tion at National Living Wage and, if one of 
our parents were to do any of those eve-
nings, their child(ren) would have free plac-
es for that session of course.  It doesn’t need 
to be the same person each evening so, if 
you or someone you know is available for 
one or more, please let us know.  Hours 
would be 3:10—5:45pm and no experience is 
necessary - just enthusiasm, reliability and a 
willingness to get stuck in! 


