
Sycamore Class–Autumn Term 2021 

F ood, Glorio us Food 

English 
Welcome back to another exciting year of learning!  As always, we try to make as many links as we can 

across the curriculum in our theme approach to ensure learning is fun and meaningful for the children. In 

English, we will begin by creating a poem based around the season of autumn. We will then go on to 

developing our fictional writing skills based on the story ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ by Roald 

Dahl. During the second half term, we will be writing instructions based on our theme as well as a factual 

tour of a raindrop to link with the water cycle. The children will be using the skills they have developed 

relating to spelling, grammar and punctuation to support their written work. 
 

Maths 
Throughout this term, the pupils will be consolidating and developing their understanding of place value 

and the four operations. They will apply their knowledge and skills in different contexts to solve a range 

of problems. We will continue teaching pupils different strategies to learn times tables and it is 

essential that you continue motivating and supporting your child with their Maths Learning Journey to 

help them to recall number facts quickly which will enable them to be more successful when problem 

solving. 
 

Science and Technology 

During this half term, we will be exploring solids, liquids and gases through a variety of investigations 

and food technology experiences. We will be exploring how temperature changes the state of some 

materials and learning to use a range of thermometers accurately. We will be exploring the water cycle 

and understanding the importance of using water in a sustainable way. 
 

Theme  

This term our focus is on a global awareness of food in our theme of ‘Food, Glorious Food!’ In Sycamore 

Class, we have chosen to begin by focussing on the continent of Europe and we are going to explore the 

different countries, climate zones and natural resources. We will be finding out how these affect which 

foods and dishes are popular in different countries and research some of these popular dishes. During 

the second half term, we will look at fruit and vegetables grown in other parts of the world. 
 

R.E. 
In the first half term we will be exploring ‘What might a Hindu learn from celebrating Diwali?’ with a 

focus on goodness and the importance of light in the story of Rama and Sita and in Diwali. After half-

term, our focus will be on Christianity and we will be considering ‘How and why might Christians use the 

Bible?’ We will be reflecting on our own beliefs of right and wrong and where we may have got these 

ideas from. We will then look at how Christians might use the Bible and other sources of authority when 

making moral decisions. 

 

Music  
This term, the class will experience the exciting opportunity to learn to play the ukulele. A specialist 

music teacher will teach the sessions every Tuesday afternoon. It is important that the children look 

after the instrument they are loaned and practise the skills taught. Pupils will need to remember to 

bring their ukulele to school every Tuesday. School is subsidising the cost of ukulele lessons, but 

please send in a contribution of £10 if you haven’t done so already. 
 



Art and Design 
Initially, pupils will focus on ‘self portraits’ producing a piece for display. Thereafter, they will study a 

range of art and artists linked to our theme and develop their observational drawing skills by creating 

still life pieces. They will then explore how to use a range of objects and food to print with, in order to 

create a range of different marks and textures. They will evaluate their results and choose suitable 

methods to create artwork. Pupils will develop this further and make their own printing blocks to create 

repeating images. 
 

Computing 
Pupils will be reminded of ways to stay safe on the Internet whilst developing their knowledge of how 

computer networks can offer opportunities for communication and collaboration. The children will 

continue to develop their general computing skills through researching topics using search engines, 

sending E-mails, manipulating text and images, copying, saving and retrieving work as well as using a 

range of different programs. 
 

French 

To begin with, the pupils will develop their knowledge of France and French culture. They will also learn 

basic vocabulary in the form of simple greetings, numbers, colours, days of the week and months of the 

year. Linked to theme, they will learn the names for common foods and learn how to ask for different 

items in role-play situations.  
 

P.E 

We are fortunate to have the continued support of Mrs Hunter-Dale (PE specialist) and this term we will 

be extending our ball skills including hockey. PE may take place on Wednesday or Friday so the children 

must have their PE kit in school every day. It is useful if the children to leave socks (in case they are 

wearing tights) and jogging bottoms in their PE bags as we will be outside during this term. Please try 

not to send your child in earrings on PE days as even if they can be removed there is always the worry 

that they will be lost! Thank you! 
 

Helping at Home 
Please continue to work with your child on the ‘Math’s Learning Journeys’ and Times Table Rockstars for 

‘instant recall facts’ such as number bonds and times tables and with the ‘Spelling Challenge’ book for 

‘Support for Spelling’ that your child brings home each night. It is essential that you support your child 

with their reading, making it a fun, relaxing and enjoyable experience. Thank you! 
 

We spend a lot of time in the classroom talking about and practising working together as a team. We 

discuss ways in which we can make everyone feel welcome and valued as part of our class team. However, 

if your child is not feeling happy about school for any reason, please do not hesitate to let us know so 

that we can arrange a mutually convenient time to discuss any issues. 

 

If anyone can help with hearing children read or activities such as spellings or learning times tables then 

please come and see us as it is so important for the children to have as much support as possible.  

 

Thank you as always for all your support. 

 

 
Miss Metcalfe and Miss Lamb 


