
Welcome to our new Y5 children, and welcome back to those of you now in Y6!   
 
Our theme this term is ‘Food, glorious food’  and is a Geography-based theme.  We will 
be finding out about food from around the world, making and tasting some new dishes and 
thinking about how where places are in the world affects the foods they grow, farm and 
fish.  Where possible, our learning will tie into our theme. 
 
In English we will be reading and writing for a range of different purposes and audiences.  
We are beginning by thinking about countries in Europe and looking at the language of per-
suasion as we read adverts.  We will put this into practice when we write our own holiday 
brochures linked to this.  We will be moving on to read stories based in South America, 
one of our focus continents, and will be writing our own adventure stories and diaries 
linked to this.   
 
In Maths we will be beginning by developing our understanding of numbers and the num-
bers system, focusing on place value, reading, writing and ordering larger numbers.  We 
will develop and refine mental and written methods for all four operations and will explore 
which methods are most suitable and when, and how to check our answers for accuracy. 
We will also develop our understanding of fractions, ordering, comparing and calculating 
with fractions as well as linking these to equivalent, decimals and percentages and using 
what we know to solve problems.  
 
This term’s theme is a geography focus, so in addition to some of the content listed above, 
we will also be developing important skills such as using maps and atlases to locate where 
we live and to find out where other countries are in the world, identifying key human and 
physical characteristics.  We will particularly focus on Europe, North and South America 
and will compare and contrast geographical similarities and differences as well as consid-
ering reasons for change within different countries within these regions. 
 
In Science we will focus on materials.  We will be investigating properties of different ma-
terials and will explore the reasons for the uses of particular materials in everyday ob-
jects.  We will investigate changes we can make to materials, linked to our topic on food, 
and will consider processes such as melting, boiling, evaporating, freezing, dissolving and 
will consider which of these are reversible and which are irreversible changes, looking for 
patterns. 
 
Our DT will be linked to our topic of food, and also to our work in science.  We will be pre-
paring, cooking and evaluating dishes from the continents we are finding out about.  We 
will learn about the safe handling, storage and preparation of food, and will develop our 
measuring skills, using ratio to scale recipes up or down.   
 
In Art we will be exploring art linked with South America, that of specific artists that we 
are inspired by and also folk art. We will also be exploring the subject of food in art from 
art styles around the world and using printing techniques as our skills focus.  
 
In French, we will continue to develop our knowledge of basic phrases and vocabulary in 
fun ways designed to give the children confidence to “have a go”. We will learn about 
French food too linked with our theme.  



In ICT, pupils will be reminded of ways to stay safe on the Internet whilst developing 
their knowledge of how computer networks can offer opportunities for communication 
and collaboration. They will be taught strategies to effectively use search engines, as 
well as learning how to produce appropriate content for blog and web pages.  
 
RE this half term will focus on what sacred stories can tell us, exploring Diwali and the 
story of Rama and Sita in Hinduism.  After half term, we will look at Christianity and 
Bible stories about the Nativity, leading up to Christmas.  We will consider messages in 
a range of stories and whether we use these to help to guide us in our choices.  We will 
explore how believers live their lives as a result of messages in sacred stories. 
 
Swimming is on a Wednesday morning.  Children who have hair long enough that it 
would cover their eyes when wet must bring and wear a swimming cap.  Our other PE 
session will focus on outdoor games for as long as the weather allows and so it is im-
portant that children all have trainers in school as well as kit on Wednesdays. 
Please ensure all children have a NAMED school PE kit in school.  This includes a school 
PE t shirt and shorts for indoor PE and a PE t shirt, shorts or jogging pants and train-
ers for outdoor PE.  A jumper would be a good idea as the weather gets cooler.  Ear-
rings must be removed for PE and swimming and children need to be able to do this 
themselves.   
 
Homework for Y5/6 is given to provide opportunities for children to develop self-
study skills by allowing them to pursue aspects of the theme which interest them inde-
pendently, and also to develop skills required for High School.  We do not set onerous 
tasks and it should not take children long to complete their nightly tasks. 
Children are expected to read each night and record where they are up to in the read-
ing record.  They can fill this in independently and sign this themselves, I would just 
ask that parents check this weekly for messages and to check on their progress, dis-
cussing their reading with them.   Children who are still on reading scheme books would 
benefit from also reading to an adult as often as possible, in order to enable them to 
make progress. 
Maths learning journey targets— 5-10 minutes each night.  Please do find opportuni-
ties to make this practical; ball games, counting up in steps of, finding multiples and 
factors of house numbers when on a walk, when baking, in board or card games etc.  
Most targets can be practised through games or on car journeys.  Books will also be 
monitored in school but again, please check these periodically and work with your chil-
dren to help them achieve their next target. TT Rockstars is a great way for children 
to work on tables facts if they are not yet secure with all of these.   
Spellings will focus on patterns we are investigating and will also include words which 
children have had corrected in work.  These need to be practised and children will 
work through spelling lists in their books.   
   
Please encourage your children to develop good habits of checking bags for homework 
each night, completing tasks set and getting things ready for the morning.  
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to come in and 
see me. 
 
Thank you 
Mrs Starr 


