
 

Sycamore Class–Summer Term 2021 

Be Inspired! 
     

 
 
English 
In order to make learning meaningful to the children we will, as usual, be linking our work in English to 

aspects of our theme. Initially, we will focus on inspirational poetry to help motivate our learning for 

the term. Thereafter, we will move on to developing our writing skills based on the following two 

books: ‘My Strong Mind’ by Neils Van Hove and ‘Bike Boy’ by Jane Considine. Both of these books aim 

to develop mental resilience, an appropriate theme for the present times. The children will learn 

skills relating to spelling, grammar and punctuation whilst writing sets of instructions for a purpose 

and an adventure story. 
 

Maths 
The pupils will be consolidating and developing their understanding of the four operations as they 

apply their knowledge and skills in different contexts and to solve a range of problems. They will be 

focusing on the following topics: Mass and Capacity, Temperature, Time, Shape, Co-ordinates 

and Statistics. We will continue teaching pupils different strategies to learn times tables and it is 

essential that you continue motivating and supporting your child with their Maths Learning Journey. 

This will help them to recall number facts quickly, which will enable them to be more successful when 

problem solving.  
 

Science and Technology 
We will begin this term by looking at sound and how sounds are made. We will use investigations to 

learn that sounds are made when objects vibrate and how pitch and volume can be altered. We will 

use this knowledge to create simple musical instruments. During the next half term, we will look at 

the topic of electricity, looking into which items use electricity and how a simple circuit can be 

created. We will investigate which materials are good conductors of electricity and which ones are 

insulators. Linking to electricity, in DT children will investigate electrical systems in products and 

construct a Zoetrope (a Victorian moving picture and sound invention) using a simple motor, switch 

and circuit. 
 

Theme  
Amazing inventions and inventors will be the main focus of our ‘Be Inspired’ theme as we will be 

finding out about how the things that inspire us today were first invented. We will be centring our 

learning on the Victorian era and researching the earliest versions of such things as our phones and 

bikes and looking at the discoveries of famous scientists.  Later in the term, we will be exploring 

what life was like for people in Victorian times and how amazing these inventions would have been.  

 

French 
The pupils will continue to develop their knowledge of France and French culture and learn basic 

vocabulary in the form of simple greetings, class room instructions, numbers, colours, family members 

and days of the week. We will revise and develop new vocabulary taught through role play, games and 

simple conversations. 

 



 
 
 

Art and Design 
Using famous artists as inspiration, pupils will develop their drawing skills by learning about several 

important art movements from throughout history. They will study Impressionism, Expressionism, 

Fauvism, Cubism, Surrealism, Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art and Op Art. The children will explore 

and investigate these movements and apply their own ideas to create digital and graphic art.  
 

Computing 
Children will continue to develop their computing, word processing and researching skills by using a 

range of programs. They will further develop their coding skills, creating algorithms to carry out 

mathematical operations and to draw a range of shapes and patterns accurately using a screen turtle. 

Pupils will aim to apply their skills to creating digital art, as well as developing their ability to 

manipulate images and use a variety of filters. 
 

Music  
The children will ‘Be Inspired’ by famous pieces of music created by famous artists and composers 

covering a range of genres and time periods. They will discuss their preferences, explaining their 

reasons using musical vocabulary. They will also develop their understanding of graphic scores and 

musical notations. 
 

R.E. 
In the first half term we will be exploring Judaism and the qualities that make people good leaders. 

We will learn about The Ten Commandments and how Jews follow these in their day-to-day lives. 

After half-term, our focus will be on Christianity and what Christians mean by the Holy Spirit. We 

will learn about different forms of worship in Christianity and why the Holy Spirit is important for 

some of these. We will also reflect on our own skills and talents and how we use these.    
 

P.E. 
We are really fortunate to have the continued support of Mrs. Hunter-Dale (PE specialist) and this 

term we will be further extending our skills with kick ball rounders and athletics. PE may take place 

on Wednesday and Friday so please make sure the children have their PE kit in school every day. It 

is useful if the children leave socks (in case they are wearing tights) and warm jogging bottoms in 

their PE bags as they will be outside as much as possible during this term. Please try not to send your 

child in earrings on PE days as even if they can be removed there is always the worry that they will 

be lost! Children with long hair will need to tie their hair back for P.E. lessons. Thank you! 
 

Helping at Home 
Please continue to work with your child on the ‘Math’s Learning Journeys’ for ‘instant recall facts’ 

such as number bonds and times tables and with the ‘Spelling Challenge’ book for ‘Support for 

Spelling’ that your child brings home each night. It is essential that you support your child with their 

reading, making it a fun, relaxing and an enjoyable experience. The Reading Bookmarks and 

information in the front of their Spelling/Maths Learning Journey books give plenty of advice and 

ideas. Thank you! 

We spend a lot of time in the classroom talking about and practising working together as a team. We 

discuss ways in which we can make everyone feel welcome and valued as part of our class team. 

However, if your child is not feeling happy about school for any reason, please do not hesitate to let 

us know so that we can arrange a mutually convenient time to discuss any issues. 

Thank you as always for all your continued support, especially with the current challenges we are 

facing whilst in class bubbles. Hopefully, things can return to ‘normal’ soon. 

 Miss Metcalfe and Miss Lamb   


