
 

 

 

 

SUBJECT LEADER : Vicky Perry  

Planning Guidelines for English Sessions 

Teachers base their planning upon the expectations in the National Curriculum.  Teachers also 

use Jane Considine resources and methodology to aid the teaching of writing and reading.  

Teachers teach a progression of skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening and this is 

often linked closely with other subjects through whole school themes or to outdoor learning.  

An emphasis is placed on engaging children in reading and writing so they do both as a 

pleasurable activity as well as a functional one. Teaching covers a wide range of genres and 

teachers aim for all writing to have a clear purpose that the children understand which 

motivates them and clarifies the way they will write.   

The teacher plans have a learning overview which details how they will guide children through 

the next steps of their learning journey for writing. There is a clear understanding of the 

outcome expected of the children.  

From this overview, teachers plan individual lessons. The level of detail that teachers choose 

to use in order to deliver high quality learning is at the discretion of the individual teacher. A 

clear Learning Intention is established for each lesson.  A list of Success Criteria is used 

where appropriate to specifically state how children will know whether or not they have 

achieved the Learning Intention. Success criteria may be agreed between teacher and children 

during teaching. Where teachers are using the Jane Considine approach the success criteria 

relate to the specific lenses and foci and there will be a different expectation for each 

section of writing.  Either way, this is clearly communicated to the children and they 

understand the process and expectations.  Teachers need to make sure that children have the 

opportunity to:  

• focus on generic features of all writing, namely: sentence structure, composition and 

effect, spelling and handwriting;  

• identify the purpose of their writing and write in a style and genre in accordance with 

that purpose;  

• use emergent writing, using skills taught in the phonics sessions. 

• experience the way a writer, poet or author may write to inspire their own writing;  

• engage in plentiful speaking and listening  and drama activities to promote learning (e.g. 

retelling texts, making stories up, hot-seating, conscience alley, acting out stories / 

scenes from stories) based on the premise that children “can’t write something until 

they can say it”; 

• experience modelled writing by an adult and shared writing by the class to scaffold the 

children’s own writing; 
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• use a process of drafting, self-editing, conference marking with an adult, redrafting 

and publishing where appropriate, for a clear purpose  and motivational; 

• use individual learning journey targets to focus the development of writing in specific 

ways appropriate for each individual child; 

• develop understanding of Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling in line with their year 

group expectations. 

At each stage, teachers clearly demonstrate and model expectations.  

Using the Jane Considine “The Write Stuff” approach for writing, teachers use a full range of 

“lenses” to provide a focus. Children build up sentences one at a time moving gradually through 

their writing with guided examples and ensuring that the most effective vocabulary, sentence 

structure and punctuation are used.  Grammar and punctuation are taught as an integral part 

of the writing process rather than as an “add-on” and children develop their understanding in a 

more contextualised way which enhances their writing.  Children develop the skill of gathering 

ideas, sentence stacking and writing in a guided way followed by independent writing. Writing 

days are interspersed with “Experience” days to inspire and enhance their writing. 

Non-Negotiables 

In order to focus the children’s attention of taking responsibility for the quality of their own 

writing and avoidance of careless errors, each year group has a set of non-negotiables – these 

are basics that are expected in all writing across the curriculum and include expectations that 

were taught further down the school, e.g. spelling patterns, punctuation, grammar.  Children 

are expected to check their own writing  (and sometimes that of their peers) for non-

negotiables with the aim of avoiding careless errors and ensuring the marking and assessment 

can focus on the aims of the lesson themselves rather than secretarial adjustments. 

Guidelines for Handwriting  

Teachers follow the progression outlined in the Nelson Handwriting Scheme.  When completing 

activities in handwriting books, short letters should be contained within the grey lines. 

Ascenders and descenders should touch the appropriate red line. There is an expectation that 

writing style developed in handwriting sessions is transferred to all curriculum areas so that 

handwriting style and general presentation improves as children move through school. 

Reading  

Our foremost aim is developing a love of reading among all of the children.  Time is spent in 

school reading a range of books in different contexts.  All children have library time each 

week and can select free choice library books alongside their levelled reading book to take 

home.  All children read as part of an ability-based Guided Reading group on a weekly basis as 

well as completing activities linked with their guided reading text.  Children also read their 

individual books as often as possible.  Parents are given a bookmark detailing the types of 

activities and discussions they can have with their children about reading and books.  Books are 

given a prominent position in each class and frequent events and promotional activities 

including book weeks, reading challenges, visiting authors and buddied reading between 

children of different ages all serve to raise the profile and increase the enjoyment of reading. 



We have a Reading Shack designed for the exchange of books as well as reading time during 

breaks and lesson time. 

Some aspects of Jane Considine’s approach from “Hooked on Books” is used to enhance reading 

appreciation and comprehension.  Similar to the writing approach, lenses are used to focus the 

children’s attention of particular aspects of a text. 

Guidelines for Work in Books 

Learning Intentions are clearly stated on each piece of written work, with children self-

assessing to indicate whether they feel they have achieved it. “Green Grasshopper” if they 

have got it and are ready to hop on to the next learning or “Yellow Yeti” if they feel that they 

haven’t got it yet.  This may vary with the Jane Considine approach where children have the 

lenses in their books rather than a learning intention on some days but they perform the same 

function of focusing the outcome and assessment in a particular direction. 

Genre checklists or marking ladders are used as appropriate by both children and teachers.  In 

addition to this, children work towards a personalised Learning Journey in KS1 and lower KS2. 

These can be found in children’s books (on bookmarks in years 1/2 and 3/4). Children are 

encouraged to refer to these when they are writing to ensure they focus on their next steps 

to improve their writing. 

Marking by staff should be focussed on the Learning Intention/ or lenses for the lesson. It 

should clearly qualify success and indicate the next steps in the child’s learning journey.  All 

marking by adults is to be completed using a coloured pen (not green). Any changes made by 

the children, as a result of self-assessment, peer assessment or teacher marking, are made 

with a green editing pen. Where possible, conference marking on a 1:1 basis with a child in 

green pen is desirable and the most effective form of marking.  

From Reception to Year 4, children complete work in books using a pencil. Anything that is not 

wanted needs to be crossed out neatly with a single line. From Year 5 onwards, black or blue 

handwriting pens or pencil are used by some children to present work in books. 

Please refer to the Marking Policy for further guidance. 

Cross-Curricular Writing 

Teachers convey the same expectations for writing done in all subjects across the curriculum 

so that writing in all books demonstrates the same standards.  Errors are addressed in all 

subjects in the same way as they would be in English to ensure that children are using and 

applying skills they have learned appropriately. 

Speaking and Listening 

Teachers follow the requirements for speaking and listening in the NC.  During the year 

teachers are to seek to cover the outcomes in stimulating and exciting contexts throughout 

the curriculum.  

Golden Books 



Children in all classes complete a piece of independent writing every term in their ‘Golden 

Books’ using a variety of different styles and genres e.g. persuasive letter, descriptive 

character study, etc. This book is passed on as the child moves through school and forms a 

portfolio of the child’s progression in writing during their time in school. 

Monitoring and Moderation 

Class teachers track progress and children’s writing is monitored regularly by the staff team, 

including the Curriculum Manager and the Headteacher. Teacher assessments for reading and 

writing are reported termly.  The school uses internal and external moderation to support 

judgements. 

Written work is monitored through sampling by the subject leader and the headteacher. 

Teaching and learning may also be monitored through lesson observations and discussion with 

pupils. 

Time Allocation 

All classes will receive a minimum of:  

• 5 x 1 hour session of English per week 

• 1x ½ hour session of guided reading every week per group 

• 5 x 15 minutes spelling/ phonics sessions per week 

In addition, classes have extra lesson time set aside on timetables for age appropriate 

activities. For example, Year 1 and 2 learn handwriting daily. Year 3,4, 5 and 6 complete 

independent follow up tasks after their guided reading sessions. 

Homework 

Please refer to the Homework Policy for further details. 

EYFS 

Please refer to the EYFS policy 


