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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

The education of your child is naturally of great interest and importance to you.  This pack is 

designed to give you as much information as possible on our school’s aims, its work and its 

organisation.  Before reading the brochure you may like to know the following key points about our 

school: 
 

 This is a small friendly school in an attractive rural location with extensive playing fields 

including a pond and wildlife area, a garden, an adventure playground, a library, large hall, 

cookery room and ICT suite.  All the classes have access to an interactive whiteboard and a 

shared set of laptops. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 There are about 110 children on roll and these are divided into 4 classes.  Almost half of our 

children are from the village with the others choosing to come here from a wider area. 
 

 We teach a themed curriculum which means that learning is linked across subjects and 

therefore more meaningful and motivational for the children.  We also strive for the highest 

standards in all subjects.  We aim to give the children a love of learning and make them into 

independent, self-motivated individuals. 
 

 We have small classes meaning that we are able to focus carefully on the specific needs of each 

individual child ensuring that they reach their full potential.  
 

 
 

 As a small school, all of our staff know all of the children really well and therefore provide 

excellent pastoral care. 
 

 We take the Y5/6 children on a residential activity holiday to the Isle Of Man.  We regularly go 

on visits to enrich our curriculum and offer a wide range of extra-curricular clubs as well.  
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 Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in the life of the school with many working as 

volunteers to help with reading, gardening, etc.  There is an active PTFA which raises a 

considerable amount of funds for the school through a variety of activities and new members 

are always welcome! 

 

 Governors give very strong support to the school and are committed to continual improvement.     

 

To view more please look at our website or get in touch to arrange a visit; we are very happy to show 

you around and answer any questions you may have. 

 

I look forward to a partnership where together we can help your child to reach his or her potential. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Mrs Nicki Brough 

Headteacher 

 
*If you require this or any other documentation in another format please let us know 
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OFSTED INSPECTION REPORT 
September 2014 

To view our full OFSTED report go to our website at www.nether.lancsngfl.ac.uk 
  

Our Aims  
 

At Nether Kellet we work hard to create a stimulating and motivational environment for all 

who share the school: children, teachers, helpers, parents and visitors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want children to:   
 

 Develop a lifelong love of learning; becoming independent and open to new challenges. 

 Achieve high standards in all that they do and reach their full potential.  

 Have an understanding of the wider world; respecting everyone regardless of their 

faith, race or culture. 

 Be aware of and care about the needs of each other; recognising their responsibilities 

as much as their rights. 

 Develop good social and communication skills with excellent manners. 

 

We wish to work in partnership with all our parents to provide the best possible education 

for your child. 

 

In school we don’t have school ‘rules’ as such but instead each child and adult in school 

follows a set of ‘Rights and Responsibilities’: 
 

I have the right to be heard. 

I have the responsibility to listen to others. 

I have the right to be safe and healthy. 

I have the responsibility to keep myself and others safe and healthy. 

I have the right to learn. 

I have the responsibility to do my best at all times and look after equipment. 

I have the right to have friends. 

I have the responsibility to be kind to others. 

I have the right to be myself. 

I have the responsibility to respect others’ differences.  

 

http://www.nether.lancsngfl.ac.uk/
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School Hours 
 
 

  

8:50am   Children to be in playground 

8:55am   Start of school 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

10:30am - 10:45am Break time 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

12 noon - 12:55pm KS2 lunchtime break (juniors) 

12 noon - 1:10pm KS1/FS lunchtime break (infants) 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

2pm - 2:10pm Break time 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

    

3:20pm   End of school  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      Playtime                                               Summer lunchtime 
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How Our School is Organised 
 

Nether Kellet CP is a village primary school having excellent links with the local community. 

We take children from the age of 4 to 11 years from a wide geographical area. 
 

The children are grouped in seven age groups and three Key Stages: Foundation Stage (FS) 

represents the children’s first year in school; Key Stage One (KS1) includes years 1 and 2 and 

Key Stage Two (KS2) includes years 3, 4, 5 and 6. The children are split between four 

classes; this means that we ensure that we have relatively small classes (sometimes very 

small) ensuring that your child will receive a great deal of individual attention.  
 

Teaching will involve individual, group and class work whilst catering for the different 

learning styles of children as well as outdoor learning and activities where children of 

different age groups learn together 
 

We also make use of various groups and services:  Health Visitors, Educational Psychologists, 

Lancashire Education Inclusion Service, Speech Therapists, etc. and pride ourselves on our 

proactive approach to meeting every child’s individual needs in partnership with parents. 

 

What We Offer…. 
 

Our Outdoor Environment   
 

We have amazing grounds with views over open farmland.  We have a beautiful garden, an 

enormous field, a pond and developing wildlife area, an adventure playground, assault course, 

climbing frame and a dedicated Early Years play area to which the children have access 

throughout the school day.  We are a Forest School which means that the children regularly 

learn outdoors. 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
  

We run a wide range of clubs for children to enjoy including sports, art, cookery and 

gardening.  Some of our clubs are run by local residents meaning that the children get to 

know other members of our community.     
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Lunchtimes 
 

Our older children are trained as ‘playleaders’ to help the other children to engage in many 

sports and games using our wide range of equipment. 

 

 

 

After School and Breakfast Clubs 
 

We have a choice of breakfast and after school clubs.  One is based at Nether Kellet village 

hall, the other at Over Kellet school.  Both provide high quality care at a reasonable price for 

all children who require it from YR to Y6 between the hours of 7:45am and 6pm.     
  

Sports 
 

As a small school we ensure that our children have plentiful opportunities to engage in sports 

activities/competitions with other schools including: cross country, swimming, football and 

athletics.  We do of course offer a wide range of sports activities through PE lessons, 

including swimming for Years 3-6, extra-curricular clubs and lunchtime play activities and our 

school has recently been awarded the Lancashire Gold Award.   

 

 

Pre-school Children 
 

We run a weekly  pre-school session for children due to start school the following 

September and have excellent links with our local playgroup at Nether Kellet village hall. 
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Curriculum 

 

The National Curriculum consists of three core subjects:  Maths, English and Science.  

 

There are also foundation subjects: History, Geography, Computing/Information & 

Communication Technology (ICT), Design Technology (DT), Music, Physical Education (PE), 

Art, Religious Education (RE) as well as Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education and 

Citizenship (PSHEE). 
 

We follow a whole school themed curriculum which ensures that children’s learning is more 

meaningful and enjoyable because the themes really engage them and make sense of the 

world around them in an effective way.   We do also teach discrete literacy, mathematics and 

science lessons to ensure the children achieve high standards in these areas. 
 

Maths 
 

Maths is generally taught as a discrete subject to ensure that children gain a firm grounding 

in all aspects of mathematics such as: problem solving, number, calculation, shape, space and 

measures and data handling by the time they leave primary school.  However, where it will 

enhance children’s understand links are made with other subjects for example data from a 

science investigation, timelines in history, word problems linked with a theme of Space, etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a school we follow a clear progression in teaching the children mental calculation 

strategies and written calculation methods, a copy of this progression and advice on ways in 

which you may support your child’s maths can be obtained from school as maths teaching has 

altered quite a lot in recent years from the way we were taught!  
 

English 
 

English lends itself to linking with our termly themes with opportunities for drama, reading 

and writing which really motivate the children.  We also use forest schools activities 

outdoors to stimulate the children’s writing. 

 

 Speaking and Listening: An emphasis is placed on developing the children’s speaking 

and listening in school.  This is across all subjects through paired and group talk, 
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drama, discussing and debating.  Children are encouraged to talk about their ideas 

ahead of writing them as this helps them to think of ideas. 

 

 Reading:  Reading has a very high priority within the school with children reading as 

part of a group at least once a week, individually as often as possible and stories are 

read to the children on a daily basis.  Reading plays a vital role in all subjects and 

children are encouraged to use both books and computers to research information.  

We ask parents to support their children’s enjoyment of reading by reading with them 

at home; even children in upper juniors often enjoy having stories read to them!  We 

ask that you encourage your child to read things they enjoy and to join the local 

library. 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

          

Writing:  We teach the children to write in a variety of styles for a clear purpose: stories, 

reports, persuasive writing, explanations, etc. We also develop their handwriting and 

presentation as they move through school.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
History and Geography                     
 

We focus on developing history skills of: 

 investigating information 

 understanding why things happened and their consequences 

 putting things into chronological order to gain an understanding of when historical 

events took place. 

We focus on developing geographical skills linked with: 

 physical geography such as rivers, coasts and mountains 

 political geography comparing places in this country and around the world 

 field work skills such as using measuring instruments and reading maps. 

All of this is integrated into our whole school themes and we may teach history and 

geography through literacy, ICT, art, drama or dance. 

 

Computing and ICT 
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We use ICT across the curriculum and the children have ready access to laptops, digital 

cameras while we have an interactive whiteboard in each class.  We also teach ICT skills such 

as presenting information, researching information and control technology, we link ICT with 

our whole school theme.     

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Science and DT  
 

We link science and design technology so that children have the opportunity to apply their 

scientific understanding about, for example, materials or electricity to design and make a 

model.  

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education   

 
We have a strong focus on sports and PE in school with children enjoying PE lessons twice a 

week as well as being able to attend extra-curricular clubs and compete for the school in a 

range of competitions.  We employ a specialist PE teacher who works alongside staff to 

further develop their skills and to ensure that our PE provision is of a very high standard.  

We take part in many inter-school competitions and activities linked with PE across a wide 

range of sports including football, rugby, handball, dance, athletics, golf and cricket. We also 

have a wide range of PE equipment that is used during lunchtime play lunchtimes and the 

children being actively involved in anything from ‘Quik Cricket’ to ‘Swingball’ to walking on 

stilts.  Y5 and 6 children act as sports leaders, leading games and activities with groups of 

children. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Art and Music  
 

In art the children focus on different skills each term such as printing, collage and 3d 

sculpture, etc.  In music the children work on a combination of composing, musical 
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appreciation, playing and singing activities.  They also enjoy a weekly singing assembly and 

frequent performances for parents and friends. 

 

 
 

 

Religious Education 
 

We follow the Lancashire Agreed Syllabus, which is broadly based to cater for all children.  

These lessons relate to issues raised in daily life and to the various religious texts.                                                                              
 

PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education) and Citizenship 
 

Children are taught through a range of activities, games and circle time to better 

understand themselves and others, to be tolerant of difference and develop social skills.  

They are also encouraged to think about life skills such as managing money and looking after 

their health as well as making their own decisions.   
 

Relationships and Sex Education 
  
As part of PSHE sex education is provided for the Y5 and 6 children in a manner appropriate 

to their age and development.  This emphasises the importance of family life and personal 

relationships.  We teach this aspect of the curriculum in conjunction with our school nurse.    

Our school nurse can be contacted on 01524 738907. 
 

Modern Foreign Languages  
  
All children in KS2 have weekly French lessons in which they learn both the language and 

about French culture.   Our village has a twin village in France and there are, therefore, 

opportunities for the children to further enhance their language skills and understanding of 

France through twinning activities.      
 

 

Assemblies 
 

Our assemblies are linked with the personal, social, emotional and moral education of the 

children and all staff attend whole school assemblies so that we are together as a school 

family.  On Fridays we hold ‘Good Work’ assemblies where we celebrate individual children’s 

achievements.  This is also the opportunity for children to bring achievements from outside 

school (such as Brownie or Cub badges or swimming awards) so we can celebrate those too.   

Each class also presents exciting things that they have been doing in a class assembly to 

which parents and friends are invited once each term.   
  

Monitoring and Assessment 
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We continually monitor and assess pupils’ progress in order to plan effectively for each child.  

This is done as part of everyday teaching and as a summary at the ends of terms.  Children 

are also encouraged to assess their own learning e.g. how well they have understood 

something and teaching staff adjust their teaching within and between lessons in the light of 

that. 
 

At present the children are formally tested for specific skills according to government 

policy: 

 Baseline Assessment: when the children start school.   

 Foundation Stage Profile: at the end of Reception year.  

 Phonics screening end of Year 1  

 National Curriculum Standardised Assessment Tasks (SATs): in Year 2 and Year 6.  In 

addition, optional SATs take place during Years 3, 4 and 5.  We report to you upon how 

your child is attaining compared with national averages and the level of progress they 

are making. 

 

 

 

 

 

Provision For Pupils With Special Educational Needs 
 

As a school we are committed to meeting all our children’s needs.  Our staff are highly 

experienced in identifying and addressing any special needs that an individual child may have.  

We also draw on the expertise of various outside agencies eg. Educational Psychologists; 

Speech and Language Therapists; Occupational Therapists; School Nurse and specialist 

teachers.  
 

We recognise that each child’s special needs may vary within his/her school career and 

children are given specific help through a variety of approaches.  School resources are used 

in such a way that these may include working in a small group or individually with a classroom 

assistant, class teacher, specialist, volunteer or being given differentiated work. We believe 

that the knowledge, views and experience of parents are vital and their partnership with the 

school essential.   

 

Please also see our SEND policy and Local Offer for children with SEND: 

http://www.nether.lancsngfl.ac.uk/index.php?category_id=93. 
       

      

We are well aware that many of our children show particular talents or abilities in different 

areas of the curriculum.  We pay close attention to ensuring that they are effectively 

challenged and motivated in order to reach their full potential.  We offer a range of extra- 

AGT   

http://www.nether.lancsngfl.ac.uk/index.php?category_id=93
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curricular activities to give children the opportunity to discover and nurture talents outside 

of the curriculum for example in sport, cooking, embroidery or music.  
 

We also link with other local schools to facilitate  children with particular talents and 

abilities to work with similar ability children from other schools. 
 

Homework 
 

We believe that homework should enthuse children and should not be extensive or a burden 

to the children as there are many other valuable activities children may participate in after 

school e.g. brownies, cubs, swimming, playing out with friends, etc. which contribute to the 

children’s development. 
 

We do, however, believe that a small amount can be helpful to enable children to practise 

skills learned in class or find things out for future lessons.  We also set Home Challenges 

most terms which consists of a menu of varied activities designed to appeal to all children, 

these are often linked with our termly theme but may be linked with specific subjects such 

as maths, English or PE.  
 

Parents have a vital role to play in supporting and encouraging their children in their learning 

particularly chatting with your child about their day and what they have learned. We promote 

reading and practice of mental maths targets on a daily basis at home as this frequent 

practice makes a big difference to confidence and learning in school. 

 

Some of the most useful learning at home is in the form of playing games with your children 

and chatting while doing activities such as going for walks or doing jobs.    

 

School Council 
 

Our School Council is made up of representatives from each year group from Year 1-6.  They 

organise events in school and also represent the views of all the other children, thinking of 

ways in which we can continually make our school even better!  
 

 

 

 

                    

                     Space Fun Day organised by the School Council 
 

Admissions 
 

Your child will be entitled to join a Reception class if he or she is to turn five during the 

academic year 1st September to 31st August. 
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Places for Reception classes for all Lancashire schools are allocated by the Local Authority 

(for our school, this is based at the White Cross Education Centre in Lancaster).  Local 

Authority admissions booklets are available from our school from September in the year 

before your child is due to start school.  There are strict guidelines and deadlines for the 

application process – we are happy to explain and help in any way we can. 

In the event that our school is over-subscribed, the Authority will use the County 

Admissions Policy to decide who should be offered a place.  An appeals procedure exists for 

those who are not offered a place.  Please ask us for a copy of the Admissions Policy should 

you require one. 

 

Children who are successful in obtaining a place at our school will be invited to a series of 

visits to the school which take place in the summer term immediately prior to them starting 

school.  We also arrange an information evening for parents of new children. 

 

The Foundation Stage teacher will visit all of the children at home and, where relevant, in 

their current playgroup/nursery setting to smooth the transition into our school.   In 

addition, for their first week at school, the children only attend on a part-time basis, usually 

in the mornings.  They stay for lunch towards the end of that week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transfer to Secondary School 

 
We have links with all secondary schools in our locality; for example our more able children 

have attended the Boys’ Grammar School’s Inspirus sessions and we have strong links with 

Carnforth High attending DT, science, maths and sports activities at the high school.  We 

provide parents of Year 6 children with information about the schools during the Autumn 

Term so that they are able to make informed choices about their child’s secondary 

education. 
 

In the past three years children have left our school to attend Carnforth High, Ripley St 

Thomas, Dallam School (Milnthorpe), Queen Elizabeth School (Kirkby Lonsdale) and the Boys’ 

and the Girls’ Grammar Schools (Lancaster). 
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School Uniform 
 

The children are proud to belong to our school and enjoy wearing the uniform.  It consists of: 

grey skirt/trousers/shorts  

red sweatshirt (sweatshirts with the school logo can be purchased from school)   

white or red polo shirts 

summer dresses in red and white check/stripe 

dark, plain sensible shoes (not trainers or open-toed sandals) 

 

For PE: 

black shorts 

red t-shirt - school logo polo shirts may be purchased from school 

black joggers for colder weather 

pumps (for indoors) 

trainers (for outdoors) 

football boots if possible 

All items of clothing MUST be marked with your child’s name. 

 

Children are encouraged to have wellies or old trainers in school at all times so that we can 

go outside to learn whatever the weather, we have a shed where we keep all of their 

footwear.  Children in Oak class (Reception and sometimes Year 1 children) keep wellies and 

outdoor clothing in class as they are able to go in and out of the classroom whenever they 

please to learn. 

 

Jewellery is not allowed in school for safety reasons.  We strongly advise that children do 

not wear earrings for pierced ears in school either.  If they do so these must be small, plain 

studs which must be removed for PE.    
 

Lunchtimes 
 

School Dinners are provided by Bolton-Le-Sands School kitchen a short distance from our 

school.  These meals provide a good nutritionally balanced meal and are available, on payment, 

to all children whose parents wish them to stay. There is a daily menu from which the 

children pre-select.  Parents may opt for either hot meals or packed lunches. Children can 

have a combination of hot meals and packed lunches during any week.  
 

School Visits 
 

In order to enrich the children’s education, we organise many school visits throughout the 

year linked with different aspects of the curriculum.  We also take the Y5/6 children on 

residential trips.  In recent years these have been to London and Arran.  In addition to 

visits, we invite many visitors into school to enrich all aspects of the curriculum and the 

children’s understanding of the world around them. 
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Communication 
 

We operate an ‘open school’ policy where parents are welcome to come into school to speak 

with us at any time.   We are committed to providing parents with regular updates on their 

child’s progress: this will be via parents’ evenings, informal meetings and an annual written 

report. 

 

We welcome parents and friends into school for open afternoons and class assemblies where 

the children can showcase their work. 
 

We also gather parents’ views regularly through an annual questionnaire and our parents’ 

focus group. 
 

School Holiday and Absence 
 

All parents are notified of school holidays and reminders are given in newsletters.  Parents 

are asked to ensure that their children are in school on time every day. 

 

ILLNESS   

If your child is ill and unable to attend school please contact us before school on the FIRST 

DAY.  If we do not hear from you we will contact you to check that your child is safe.  

  

HOLIDAYS   

The school holiday pattern is sent home in good time for you to plan holidays during school 

closures and we ask you for your support in not taking your children out of school during 

school time.   If you really have no alternative to term time holidays you must ask permission 

for your child to be absent before you book your holiday.  It is necessary for the request to 

be made in writing.   No more than 10 days’ absence may be granted in any year and this will 

be based on a good attendance record.  Please remember that a considerable amount of work 

is covered in two weeks and it can put your child at a disadvantage by missing that work.  It 

can also take him/her time to settle into the routines again. 
 

PUNCTUALITY 

Being at school on time is vital so that your child is able to start the school day in a calm and 

settled frame of mind as well as having the opportunity to socialise with friends before 

school.  
 

Child Safeguarding 
 

We take the safeguarding of children at Nether Kellet very seriously.  As a consequence all 

adults who work with the children in schools, including volunteers, are required to be CRB 

checked. 
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Parent Teacher Friends Association 
 

The school has a P.T.F.A. which is known as the ‘Friends of the School’ which belongs to the 

National Confederation of Parent Teacher Associations.  All parents who have a child in 

school are automatically members. 
 

An Annual General Meeting is held every November, when new members are elected to the 

committee and a list of helpers is formed.  The committee arranges various functions and 

events that parents are asked to support.  The Friends raise a considerable amount of money 

for school use. 
 

The Friends also provide opportunities for parents to meet one another and the teachers on 

an informal basis.    
 

Volunteer/Parent Helpers 
 

We have strong links with our local community and actively encourage anybody with an 

interest in being involved in the life of the school to come in.  Parents or local residents may 

offer help with a range of activities including: reading, spelling, maths, cookery, gardening, 

crafts, etc.   We are very fortunate in that we have a large number of committed people who 

give their time freely; this greatly enhances what we are able to achieve and is very much 

appreciated by the staff and children. 
 

Concerns/Complaints 
 

Any parent worried or concerned about any matter related to internal organisation and 

discipline of the school, including curriculum, should discuss the matter with the 

headteacher. 
 

Should any parent wish to make a complaint to the L.A. they should contact the headteacher 

who has a copy of the procedure for doing this or telephone the Area Education Office on 

01524 63243. 
 

Charging Policy 
 

Where an activity is considered which would involve voluntary financial contributions by 

parents, notice will be given informing parents when it is proposed that the activity will take 

place and what the proposed cost will be. 
 

Instrumental Tuition   
Parents are given the option of buying individual tuition through the Music Service and other 

tutors.  Parents are responsible for providing the instruments and a hire scheme is available. 
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General Information 
 

School Address 

 

Nether Kellet C.P School 

Bridge Road 

Nether Kellet 

Carnforth 

Lancs 

LA6 1HH 
 

Telephone/Fax:  01524 733778  e-mail:   head@netherkellet.lancs.sch.uk 

       bursar@netherkellet.lancs.sch.uk  

Area Office:  White Cross Education Centre Telephone: 01524 63243 
 

Staff 

Nicki Brough  Headteacher         Year 5/6   (1 day) 

Vicky Perry               Deputy Head         Year 1/2 

Rebecca Starr          Teacher                                Year 5/6  (4 days)  

Pearl Bowker  Teacher                 Year 3/4   (3 days) 

Rachel Metcalfe       Teacher                                Year 3/4   (2 days)  PPA cover  

Wendy Keates  Teacher                  Year R 

Nicola Hunter-Dale    Specialist PE teacher       (0.5 days) 

Josie Molloy             Nursery Nurse/Welfare         Year R 

Sophie Laycock         Teaching Assistant/Welfare   Year 1/2 

Jane Wren                Teaching Assistant/ Welfare  Year 5/6 

Carol Sharpe             Teaching Assistant /Welfare   Year 3/4 

Claire Martin            Teaching Assistant/Welfare    Year 1/2 

Rebecca Lamb          Teaching Assistant/Welfare    Year 3/4  

Ann Scott  Non-Teaching Assistant 

Helen Lawson  School Clerk 

Steve Taylor  Site Supervisor 

Estelle Morgan          Lunchtime Organiser  

Michaela Taylor Welfare Assistant 

Marlene Byram Welfare Assistant 
 

Governors   

Christine Stephenson Co-opted  (Chairperson 01524 733778) 

Barbara Bellis   Co-opted  (Vice Chairperson) 

Christine Holdsworth    Co-opted 

Jane Wren    Staff 

Peter Riley   Co-opted 

Zoe Smith          Parent 

Sarah Mills                          Parent 

Sarah Cook   Parent 

mailto:head@netherkellet.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:bursar@netherkellet.lancs.sch.uk
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John Bergus                         Co-opted 

Nicki Brough   Headteacher 
 

Friends of Nether Kellet School 

Sarah Roskell   Chairperson 

Laura Shallis           Treasurer 

Lisa Alarcon 

Michelle and Matt Astley 

Sue Smith 

Claire Ladell 

Mary Bench 

Jo and Steve Birch 

Emma and Steve Brown 

Shaun Dixon 

Anne Phillips 

Ceri Lovering 

All welcome! 


