
 

 

 

 
 
SUBJECT LEADERS : ART: Nicki Brough 
    COMPUTING: Rachel Metcalfe 
                        HISTORY: Pearl Bowker 
    GEOGRAPHY: Pearl Bowker 
    MUSIC: Rebecca Starr  
                                           SCIENCE & DT: Pearl Bowker and Rachel Metcalfe(see Sci and 
Technology policy) 
    DANCE : Vicky Perry (see PE policy) 
    DRAMA : Vicky Perry (see English Policy) 
                                           EYFS: Wendy Keates 
    OUTDOOR LEARNING: Wendy Keates 
 
PLANNING GUIDELINES 

 
Whole school themes form the basis of teaching and learning across the school in the above 
subjects each term.  Learning is cross-curricular and often lessons incorporate the teaching of 
skills from two or more subjects.  The emphasis is upon learning skills through a wide range of 
subject matter and knowledge.  Subject leaders have agreed the progression of skills-based 
‘outcomes’ for each subject. Copies of these are provided to teachers prior to each academic year 
and are kept in Curriculum files in each classroom to inform planning and teaching.   
 
Teachers work collaboratively with colleagues, using ‘outcomes’, to produce a progressive theme 
plan for the first half term of each term (excluding Music outcomes – see below). Teachers draw 
on school resources to link ideas and activities together between subjects. It is recognised that 
aspects of some subjects need to be taught discretely before being applied into the theme (e.g a 
skill in Computing may need to be taught in an isolated Computing lesson, before being used in 
the outcomes of the History topic). Where possible, children should be told what aspect of the 
theme the skills will be applied to, therefore maintaining a sense of purpose.  
 
Teachers use the theme skills map to plan their class’ unit of work. Subject leaders offer guidance 
in specific planning staff meetings, prior to the start of each theme. 
 
Teachers also cross reference with the National Curriculum to ensure coverage and appropriate 
level of expectations and focus. 
 
Teachers are encouraged to be as creative as possible when planning Theme lessons by allowing 
for cross-over of learning to take place between subjects and classes. For example, extra work 
can be carried out in other subject areas, such as English, and special sessions can be arranged 
between classes. 
Paired class work (and cross class/phase work) is encouraged during Theme time, with regular 
whole school topic days. On these days, children in colour groups from across all year groups 
work together. 
 
Teachers are reminded to include as much cross-curricular English by selecting literacy focuses to 
best fit with each theme.  
 
Teachers promote an enquiry-based approach to learning across the Theme curriculum: this takes 
the form of children’s questions to inspire study, investigation and learning; their analysis of what 
they would like to find out and their involvement in planning the second half term of each theme to 
incorporate learning of particular interest to the class themselves.  

SUBJECT GUIDANCE 

THEME 
(Art, Computing, History, Geography, Music, Science, DT) 



 
Displays demonstrate an enquiry-based approach and display questions including many open-
ended questions and evidence that the children are accessing their learning through enquiry and 
investigation. 
 
Philosophy for Children (P4C) is developed through teacher led questioning (initially) relating to 
the theme; encouraging the children to think through their ideas, thoughts and beliefs, challenging 
their own and other’s ideas. Opportunities for P4C are identified on plans. 
 
DT 
DT is either taught through the theme, linked to the Science skills or taught discreetly, depending 
on appropriateness. Sometimes DT is taught through a blocked week. 
 
Music 
Lessons are sometimes taught as part of ‘Theme’ lessons and are sometimes delivered discretely 
focusing on specific skills within the music curriculum. Teachers use Charanga provided by the 
Lancashire Music service to develop the children’s skills in addition to our own resources and 
ideas, particularly outdoor learning.  A large selection of musical instruments including a class set 
of glockenspiels and many other percussion instruments and outdoor instruments are available.  
Music tuition is offered for a term on occasion to enrich the curriculum and give children a taster of 
playing a tuned instrument. 
 
Computing 
Computing skills are taught as discrete lessons to fulfil the requirements of the NC2014.  
Computing skills are used an applied across the whole curriculum as appropriate on a very regular 
basis.  Each term the children focus on a specific aspect of computing: coding, presenting, 
investigating, enquiry, controlling, etc. within their computing skills lessons.  They use an apply 
current and previously learned skills across the curriculum. 
 
Science 
Our approach to science is one of investigation and exploration starting from open ended 
questions.  A wide range of practical apparatus and computer software is available to enhance 
learning.  Children are encouraged to think scientifically and to explore based on their own ideas 
and hypotheses. 
 
History/Geography 
Our approach to history and geography is enquiry-based with children encouraged to actively ask 
questions and understand how to investigate and find out information.  It is further developed 
during daily Global Learning Sessions. 
 
Art  
Art is taught with a focus on a specific aspect each term. Our aim is to enrich children’s learning 
around our theme while also building children’s art skills and awareness of famous artists and their 
work. 
 
OUTDOOR LEARNING 
 
In line with our status as a Forest School we look for opportunities within all areas of the 
curriculum where learning can be enriched outdoors.  As part of our Themes; specific 
opportunities are identified for each of our themes ahead of planning and teaching and all staff are 
committed to enriching learning through our forest schools approach. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND RECORD KEEPING. 
 



Assessment for Learning :  In KS2, Learning Outcomes should be clear on each piece of written 
work. In KS1 many pieces of work will have the learning intention as a heading and, where this 
isn’t the case, the learning intention will still be clearly conveyed to the children.  Marking should 
be assessed against the learning intention, with any relevant targets communicated with the child.  
 
Children are expected to use the school traffic light system to self-assess each piece of work 
against the learning intention.  
 
Work is recorded in either class books or individual children’s books. 
 
Progress is reported to parents at the termly Parents’ evenings. Comments are written on end of 
year report. 
 
 
ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Within every theme, teachers endeavour to organise a trip out of school or visitors to the school to 
enrich understanding and further engage children in enquiry and understanding. 
 
Educational visits and practical activities are used whenever possible to enrich understanding. 
These include the use of the school grounds and local area for field studies, the local and wider 
environment, museums, local places of interest etc. Children should, whenever possible, have 
hands on experience of physical and environmental geography.  
 
Involving visitors from the local community should also be encouraged wherever appropriate.  
 
If teachers plan to carryout field work off school grounds they consult the ‘Educational Visits 
Policy’ and carry out appropriate risk assessments. 
 
RESOURCES 
 
Humanities resources are stored in the cupboard in the area near to the hall. Resources should be 
returned in good condition and to the same place by an adult. Any damaged or broken items 
should be reported to the subject leader. Any teacher requiring new resources should see the 
relevant subject leader. 
 
The handling of artefacts is considered very important.   
 
A range of tuned and unturned musical instruments are stored on portable trolleys which are 
stored in the hall.   
 
Art resources are split between the main art store and the art/DT cupboard. Resources for printing, 
textiles and sculpture are in the main art store, along with display paper and other types of paper. 
Resources for drawing and painting are in the cookery room. Science equipment is in the cookery 
room. All equipment should be borrowed and returned by an adult or by supervised children. 
 
 
 
 


