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Welcome to your Safeguarding and Child Protection Induction. 
 

Throughout this workbook you will learn all about safeguarding and child protection. 
You’ll discover what the policies and procedures are in school, what your role in 
safeguarding is, what your responsibilities are, what the different types of abuse are, but 
most of all, you will learn how YOU can make a difference to the lives of the children you 
work with. 
 
It is really important that you work through this induction at a pace that allows you to 
fully understand each part. There are activities throughout this induction which you must 
complete to demonstrate your understanding. If at any time you do not understand 
something, or you have any questions, speak to the Designated Safeguarding Lead at your 
school or the person who is helping you with your induction. There is no such thing as a 
silly question! 
 
Some of the information you read may cause you to feel upset, angry or another feeling 
that you need support with. It is an essential part of safeguarding that you feel supported. 
If you need to take a break, please do so but it is important that you complete each 
section. The Designated Lead(s) in your school are there to support you so please speak 
to one of them if you find any of this induction difficult. 
 
Right…let’s make a start! First of all, (without cheating!) describe below what your 
understanding of Safeguarding and Child Protection is at the moment. There’s no such 
thing as a wrong answer. 
 
 

Safeguarding is: 
 
 
 
 
Child Protection is: 
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I hope that got you thinking about what the terms SAFEGUARDING and CHILD 
PROTECTION mean and perhaps what the differences are. 
 
SAFEGUARDING is preventative. It is about what we ALL do every day to keep all 
children safe. It is not just about physical safety but emotional safety too. A 
guidance document that we will refer to a lot throughout this induction called 
Keeping Children Safe in Education, defines safeguarding as the following: 
 
It is really important to remember when you are working with children that: 

 

SAFEGUARDING IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY. 
 
 

 

Now have a think about what you can do in your role to safeguard children. 
      

 

In my role as: 
 
 
I can help to safeguard children by: 
 

•  
 
 

•        
 
 

•  
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Now let’s think about what CHILD PROTECTION means for us working in school. 
CHILD PROTECTION is reactive. It is the action taken to protect an individual child 
or a group of children who are suffering from, or at risk of suffering from: 

SIGNIFICANT HARM. 
There is no set way to know if a child is at risk of or suffering from significant harm 
and often it is lots of small things that build up over time to meet this threshold 
but sometimes it can be one single event. We will go into this in more detail later. 
 

Procedures: 

Now consider all the ways in which school can help protect children. Consider 
the people involved, the policies that are required, the procedures that need 
to be followed and the practice that staff should demonstrate. An answer is 
provided to help you… 
 
 
 
 
 

People: Designated Safeguarding Lead … 
 
 
 
 
 
Policies: Anti-Bullying Policy … 
 
 
 
 
 
Practice: Noticing changes to children’s behaviour … 
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CHILD ABUSE 
 

It is really important that you learn about child abuse in some detail so that you 
are able to recognise children that may be at risk or suffering from abuse. You will 
now look at the four categories of child abuse and also some other ways that 
children can be harmed. You will consider which children might be more 
vulnerable or at risk, what a child might feel like, look like and do if they are being 
abused and most importantly what you must do if you ever suspect or know a 
child is at risk of or is suffering significant harm. Remember to seek support from 
the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) if you find any of this information 
upsetting.  
 

 

Consider all the ways in which a child can be harmed or have their development impaired. 
Remember that this is not just physical harm, it can be sexual, emotional through neglect. 
Have a go at writing a definition for each type of abuse: 
 

Neglect: 

Physical Abuse: 

Emotional Abuse: 

Sexual Abuse: 
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NEGLECT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Neglect is the most common form of abuse in England. In 2017 there were 
nearly 25,000 children at risk of or suffering neglect in England (NSPCC).   

• Children who have been neglected may experience short-term and long-
term effects that last throughout their life. 

• Living in poverty is NOT the same as being neglected. Any child from any 
background or circumstance can suffer from neglect.  

• Neglect can be: 
o Failure to provide adequate food, clothing or shelter 
o Failure to ensure adequate or safe supervision (including the use of 

inadequate care givers) 
o Failure to ensure the child receives or has access to appropriate 

medical care or treatment 
 

The persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to 
result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur 
during pregnancy, for example, as a result of maternal substance abuse. Once a child is 
born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to: provide adequate food, clothing 
and shelter (including exclusion from home or abandonment); protect a child from 
physical and emotional harm or danger; ensure adequate supervision (including the use 
of inadequate care-givers); or ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment. It 
may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs. 

NEGLECT OR NOT? 
Consider whether each of these examples is neglect.  

Eloise is 6. She lives with her mum and 2 year old brother in a 1 bedroom flat. Her mum misuses alcohol 
and spends most of their benefits on vodka. Mum often leaves the children home alone to go to the shop. 

Freddie is 9. He has a burn on his hand from when he made his mum a brew on Mother’s Day. That was 2 
weeks ago. The burn looks infected and dirty. Freddie says his mum won’t take him to the doctors. 

Radek is 14. His attendance at school is 39%. When he is in school he says that he stays up playing on his X 
Box until 4 or 5am most nights. His parents work away a lot, so he thinks his uncle keeps an eye on him 
when his parents are away but he’s not sure. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/signs-symptoms-effects/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/signs-symptoms-effects/
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All those examples describe neglect; that is that the harm caused to the child is 
likely to be significant. Re-read the definition of neglect before continuing.  
How would you know that a child was suffering from neglect? What indicators 
would Eloise, Freddie or Radek give you at school that would tell you they were 
suffering.  

 
Some indicators of neglect are: 
 
dirty, smelly clothes   poor dental hygiene  untreated headlice 
 
significant weight loss   significant weight gain stealing 
 
care seeking behaviour  withdrawn    frequent illness 
 
inability to make friends  frequent injuries  ill-fitting clothes 
 
risk taking behaviour   frequent absence  worried, sad, tired 
 

Choose one of the children from the examples and note down what that 
child might present like in school. Think about their appearance, their 
behaviour, the effect on their emotions, social development… 
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PHYSICAL ABUSE 
 
 
 

A 
 

 

Physical abuse often (but not always) causes a physical injury. It is normally a non-
accidental injury (NAI) which means it has been done intentionally. This causes 
injuries that often look different to accidental injuries or are in different places. 
Sometimes physical abuse can cause harm that can’t be seen. Imagine how a child 
would feel if they were being physically harmed. It may affect their school work, 
friendships, relationships with adults, confidence and mental health. 

Can involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating 
or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a 
parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child. 

On the template below draw and describe some injuries that you would be 
concerned were indicators of physical abuse. Also describe how that child 
might behave in school. 
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Some indicators of physical abuse are: 
 
lack of or inconsistent explanation human bite marks frequent absence
  
over compliance (parent or child) aggressive behaviour  telling lies  
 
sudden weight loss  bi-lateral/symmetrical injuries  dilated pupils
  
change in behaviour  scalds on lower half or body injuries on ear(s)
   
blood shot eyes  marks/bruises in a definite shape   marks on face 
 
It is part of your role to enquire about how a child may have got an injury you 
see. Asking in a non-confrontational, age appropriate way is essential. Ask open 
ended questions such as, “what have you done there?”, “tell me about your 
bruise”, “tell me what happened…”. If you continue to be concerned you must 
follow your school’s child protection procedures immediately.  
 
Some injuries are of course accidental and there may well be a genuine reason 
for a child to have an injury. By passing on your concern you are not accusing 
anyone of abusing a child. Your responsibilities are to:  
 

• NOTICE what is going on for the child 

• RESPOND appropriately by informing the DSL of your concerns 

• RECORD in the appropriate way. 
 

 

Imagine you see a child in school with 2 black eyes. What would you say and do? 
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SEXUAL ABUSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sexual abuse can happen to boys and girls of ANY age. It can be upsetting to 
learn about but it is essential we know about it so that we can identify when it is 
happening. The statistics about sexual abuse are alarming: 

• 1 in 20 children have been sexually abused 

• 1 in 3 children sexually abused by an adult did not tell anybody 

• Over 2,500 children were identified as needing protection from sexual 
abuse in 2016/17 

It is therefore likely that at some point you will have contact with a child who is 
being sexually abused.  

Can involve forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, not 
necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the child is aware of what is 
happening. The activities may involve physical contact, including assault by penetration 
(for example rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, 
rubbing and touching outside of clothing. They may also include non-contact activities, 
such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, sexual images, watching 
sexual activities, encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or 
grooming a child in preparation for abuse (including via the internet). Sexual abuse is not 
solely perpetrated by adult males. Women can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can 
other children. 

What do you think you would NOTICE about a child who was being 
sexually abused? 
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Some of the indicators of sexual abuse are: 
 

• Avoiding certain people – this might be the perpetrator or people who 
remind the child of the perpetrator  

• Using sexual language or behaviour that is inappropriate for their stage of 
development – this can be checked using the Brook Traffic Light Tool 

• Physical symptoms such as sexually transmitted infections, pregnancy, 
injuries or pain in the genitals or anus and sores around the mouth. 

• Self harm or self neglect– the child may feel worthless, helpless or have a 
very low opinion of themselves 

• Soiling or wetting – this may be an attempt to make the abuse stop or it 
may be linked to a physical issue caused by the abuse 

• Tired, worried, withdrawn – the child’s sleep may be disturbed due to 
abuse occurring or they may be too scared to go to sleep 

 
AS with all types of abuse, there may be none of these indicators present. Or 
they could be present in a child who is not being abused. The important thing to 
remember is all you MUST do is NOTICE, RESPOND and RECORD.  

 

TRUE OR FALSE? 
 

 1. A child older than 6 who wets the bed is being sexually abused. 
 

2. A 16 year old boy is too old to be being sexually abused. 
 

3. Two 5 year old boys showing each other their genitals is sexual 
abuse. 
 

4. Disabled children are more likely to be sexually abused than their 
peers. 
 

5. Women can sexually abuse both boys and girls. 
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EMOTIONAL ABUSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That is a very long definition/explanation of what Emotional Abuse is about so 
let’s break it down. Emotional Abuse can be: 

• Making a child feel worthless e.g. 
o Favouring siblings or other people’s children 
o telling a child that they are fat/stupid/unwanted/ugly 
o Ridiculing or imitating the child 

• Inappropriate expectations being placed on the child e.g. 
o Sending a child to the shop to buy alcohol 
o Expecting a child to cook and clean or care for family members 
o Making a child work to help with family money 

• Overprotecting a child e.g. 
o Not encouraging age appropriate milestones such as walking, 

toileting etc 
o Not allowing participation in age appropriate play/activities 

• Causing a child to feel frightened/scared 
o The child witnessing domestic abuse or the effects of domestic abuse 
o The child being present during chaotic circumstances such as alcohol 

or drug misuse 
 

The persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and adverse 
effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to a child that 
they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs 
of another person. It may include not giving the child opportunities to express their 
views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what they say or how they 
communicate. It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate expectations being 
imposed on children. These may include interactions that are beyond a child’s 
developmental capability as well as overprotection and limitation of exploration and 
learning, or preventing the child from participating in normal social interaction. It may 
involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying 
(including cyberbullying), causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or 
the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is involved in 
all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may occur alone. 
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The impact of emotional abuse can be difficult to see. As with neglect, the 
effects of emotional abuse usually happen over a period of time. Children who 
experience emotional abuse are reliant on the adults around them knowing 
them, noticing changes and responding by passing on concerns to the DSL. The 
DSL will then make the decision about what action to take based on your and 
others information. It is like putting a jigsaw together…you might not know 
what the other pieces are.  
 

Consider what these different adults would notice if a child they saw every day 
was being emotionally abused.  
 

 

Office Manager  You Class Teacher 
 

https://www.freepik.com/index.php?goto=74&idfoto=1832493
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We have now looked at the four categories of abuse and the impact on children. 
Children can also be harmed in other ways which don’t necessarily fit into those 
four categories. We are going to look at those specific safeguarding issues but 
before we do let’s recap what you’ve learnt about Sexual, Emotional and Physical 
Abuse and Neglect. 

 
 

Without looking back to the earlier definitions, write some key words that 
describe each type of abuse: 
 Neglect 

Physical Abuse 

Sexual Abuse 

Emotional Abuse 

Use this space to jot down any questions you may have about what you’ve learnt so far. 
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SPECIFIC SAFEGUARDING ISSUES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fabricated or Induced Illness (FII) 
 A rare form of child abuse. It occurs when a parent or carer, usually but not 
always, the child's biological mother, exaggerates or deliberately causes 
symptoms of illness in the child. This was previously known as “Munchausen’s 
syndrome by proxy”. A parent or carer may: 

• persuades healthcare professionals that their child is ill when they're 
perfectly healthy  

• exaggerates or lies about their child's symptoms  

• manipulates test results to suggest the presence of illness  

• deliberately induces symptoms of illness – for example, by poisoning her 
child with unnecessary medication or other substances  

 
 
 

Radicalisation  
Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support 
terrorism and forms of extremism. As with other safeguarding risks, staff should 
be alert to changes in children’s behaviour which could indicate that they may 
be in need of help or protection. Staff should use their judgement in identifying 
children who might be at risk of radicalisation and act proportionately. 
Protecting children from the risk of radicalisation should be seen as part of 
schools’ and colleges’ wider safeguarding duties, and is similar in nature to 
protecting children from other forms of harm and abuse. During the process of 
radicalisation it is possible to intervene to prevent vulnerable people being 
radicalised.   
   
 
 
 

Prevent 
All schools and colleges have a statutory duty to have, “due regard to the need 
to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism”. This duty is known as the 
Prevent duty. 
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Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
FGM comprises all procedures involving partial or total removal of the external 
female genitalia or other injury to the female genital organs. It is illegal in the 
UK and a form of child abuse with long-lasting harmful consequences. In 2015 
a new duty was introduced that requires teachers to report ‘known’ cases of 
FGM in girls aged under 18 to the police. For example, if a girl tells her teacher 
that she has had FGM, the teacher will need to report this to the police.  

Honour Based Violence (HBV) 
So-called ‘honour-based’ violence (HBV) encompasses incidents or crimes 
which have been committed to protect or defend the honour of the family 
and/or the community, including female genital mutilation (FGM), forced 
marriage, and practices such as breast ironing. Abuse committed in the 
context of preserving “honour” often involves a wider network of family or 
community pressure and can include multiple perpetrators.  It is important to 
be aware of this dynamic and additional risk factors when deciding what form 
of safeguarding action to take. All forms of HBV are abuse (regardless of the 
motivation) and should be handled and escalated as such. If in any doubt, staff 
should speak to the designated safeguarding lead (or deputy). Professionals in 
all agencies, and individuals and groups in relevant communities, need to be 
alert to the possibility of a child being at risk of HBV, or already having suffered 
HBV. 

Forced Marriage 
Schools and colleges can play an important role in safeguarding children from 
forced marriage. A forced marriage is one entered into without the full and free 
consent of one or both parties and where violence, threats or any other form 
of coercion is used to cause a person to enter into a marriage. Threats can be 
physical or emotional and psychological.  
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Peer on Peer Abuse 
Children can abuse other children. This is generally referred to as peer on 
peer abuse. Peer on peer abuse can take many forms. This can include (but is 
not limited to) bullying (including cyberbullying); sexual violence and sexual 
harassment; physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair 
pulling, or otherwise causing physical harm; sexting and initiating/hazing type 
violence and rituals. 

Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children 
Sexual violence includes: rape, assault by penetration and sexual assault. 
Sexual harassment is ‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’ that can occur 
online and offline. It is likely to violate a child’s dignity, and/or makes them 
feel intimidated, degraded or humiliated and/or creates a hostile, offensive 
or sexualised environment. 

 

County Lines (Criminal Exploitation) 
Criminal exploitation of children is a geographically widespread form of harm 
that is a typical feature of county lines criminal activity: drug networks or 
gangs groom and exploit children and young people to carry drugs and money 
from urban areas to suburban and rural areas, market and seaside towns. 

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 
Child sexual exploitation is a form of child sexual abuse. It occurs where an 
individual or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, 
manipulate or deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into 
sexual activity (a) in exchange for something the victim needs or wants, 
and/or (b) for the financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator 
or facilitator. The victim may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual 
activity appears consensual. Child sexual exploitation does not always 
involve physical contact: it can also occur through the use of technology. 
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Safeguarding children with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities 
(SEND) 

Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) can be 
especially vulnerable to abuse. Disabled and deaf children are three 
times more likely to be abused than their peers. Additional barriers can 
sometimes exist when recognising abuse in SEND children such as: 

• assumptions that indicators of possible abuse such as behaviour, 
mood and injury relate to the child’s disability without further 
exploration;  

• being more prone to peer group isolation than other children;  
• the potential for children with SEN and disabilities being 

disproportionally impacted by behaviours such as bullying, without 
outwardly showing any signs;  

• communication barriers and difficulties in overcoming these 
barriers. 

 

Online Safety  
The use of technology has become a significant component of many 
safeguarding issues. Child sexual exploitation; radicalisation; sexual 
predation: technology often provides the platform that facilitates harm. 
An effective approach to online safety empowers a school or college to 
protect and educate the whole school or college community in their use 
of technology and establishes mechanisms to identify, intervene in and 
escalate any incident where appropriate.  
Online Safety can be defined in 3 areas of risk: 
• content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate or harmful material;   
• contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users; 
• conduct: personal online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or 
causes, harm.   
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That is an awful lot of information to take in. Do not feel like you have to 
remember all of it. The information has been provided so you are AWARE of the 
different safeguarding risks to children. You will have access to information and 
possibly more detailed training on some of the above issues whilst you are 
working or volunteering in school. All you have to remember is; if you are worried 
about a child in any way, follow school’s procedures to let the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead know. 

Specific Safeguarding Quiz 
 

Answer the following questions: 
 
  

1. What does FGM stand for? 
 

2. Who can be sexually exploited? 
 

3. Give one reason a child with SEND is more vulnerable. 
 

4. What is County Lines also known as? 
 

5. What does FII stand for? 
 

6. Online Safety can be separated into 3 areas: Conduct, Contact 
and…? 
 

7. What is meant by the term, ‘Peer on Peer Abuse’? 
 

8. What does HBV stand for? 
 

9. _________________________ refers to the process by which a 
person comes to support terrorism and forms of extremism. 
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You have learned that CHILD PROTECTION measures are needed when a child is 
suffering from or is at risk of significant harm. This is a reactive measure where 
agencies like Children’s Social Care and the Police may have to be involved.  
 
If you ever believe a child to be in danger or at risk of immediate harm you have 
a responsibility to take action. This would be an urgent measure in order to 
protect the child immediately. You would therefore contact the police on 999.  
 
If you believe a child is at risk of abuse or is being abused, you should inform a 
DSL immediately. If this is not possible or you are not happy with the action taken, 
you have a responsibility to refer to Children’s Social Care on: 
 
Lancashire Children’s Social Care – 0300 123 6720 
Blackburn with Darwen Children’s Social Care 01254 666400 
 
We’ve looked at how a child might look, feel and behave if they are being 
abused or are at risk of significant harm (signs and symptoms) so now let’s think 
about how we could respond. 
 
When a child directly tells you about abuse, this is often called a ‘disclosure’.  

Jot down some things you should try and do if a child discloses to you: 
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It can be very difficult to hear a child telling you about something awful that is 
happening to them. It is important to remember that the child has chosen YOU 
to tell as a trusted adult. How you respond to this disclosure is so important for 
that child so here are some ‘DOs’ and some ‘TRY NOT TOs’ to help you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO… 
• Stay calm and have a neutral 
expression 
• Listen carefully, gently and patiently 
rather than asking questions. 
• Remember TED:  

o Tell me…’ 
o Explain to me…’ 
o Describe...’ 

• Be non-judgmental about the abuse 
and the alleged perpetrator 
• Start with an open mind and tell the 
child that you are taking what they are 
saying seriously. 
• Allow the child to recall events and 
describe what has happened in their 
own time. Be patient. 
• Reassure the child they are doing the 
right thing and that they are not to 
blame. 
• Be clear about what action you must 
take such as telling the child that you 
need to tell someone who can help. 
• Write down what you have been told, 
using the exact words the child has said.  
• If you think the child is in immediate 
danger, phone the police on 999. 
• Report to the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead immediately. 
• Seek support for yourself but only 
from the DSL in the first instance. 
 

TRY NOT TO… 
• Show shock, disgust or disbelief. 
• Judge. 
• Ask detailed or leading questions. 
• Make assumptions. 
• Promise it will not happen again. 
• Interrupt or stop them from freely 
recalling events. 
• Make them repeat their account 
unnecessarily. 
• Pressure the child for more details. 
• Ignore what you have been told. 
• Promise to keep it confidential - or 
make promises you cannot keep. 
• Contact or confront the alleged abuser. 
• Make the child show you any injuries 
that are hidden. 
• Dismiss your concerns or worry that 
you may be mistaken. 
• Tell anyone or discuss with anyone 
other than the safeguarding lead. 

If you require any support following the 
disclosure, please attend to the child’s 
needs first and then seek support from 
the Designated Safeguarding Lead in the 
first instance. It is important that you do 
not discuss the details with anyone 
unless this is agreed with one of the 
Designated Safeguarding Leads.  
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Sometimes a child will tell you something or you observe something that 
concerns you, but you know the child is not being abused, neglected or is not at 
risk of significant harm. What do you do then? Tick one of the answers below. 
 

A. Ignore it. It’s not abuse, you can’t do anything.  
B. Make a mental note to keep your eye on it and tell no-one unless it gets 

worse.  
C. Ask your friend what you should do. 
D. Let the Designated Safeguarding Lead know. 
E. Phone Children’s Social Care. 
F. Tell the child’s parents that you’re worried about their child. 
G. Phone the NSPCC. 

 
We’ll look at the correct answer over the next couple of pages. 

 
EARLY HELP 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Schools have a huge role to play in providing Early Help. As we can see from the 
definition above, the sooner a family or child is offered and accepts support, the 
less likely the situation will escalate to a point where the child needs protecting 
from abuse. It is important that we identify the children and families who may 
benefit from Early Help and that we take the appropriate action to support them. 
These are the children who you may be worried about due to their behaviour, 
their appearance/presentation, their attendance or punctuality, their parent’s 
behaviour or lifestyle, their attendance or punctuality, a change in their mood or 
something the child or someone else has told you. The appropriate response is 
ALWAYS to inform the Designated Safeguarding Lead at your school. So, the 
correct answer to the above question was D. We’ll now look at why that is. 

Providing Early Help is more effective in promoting the welfare of children 
than reacting later. Early Help means providing support as soon as a problem 
emerges, at any point in a child's life, from the foundation years through to the 
teenage years. 
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There are some common features of children and families who would benefit 
from Early Help. Those children who experience the following are particularly 
vulnerable: 

• family circumstances presenting challenges for the child, such as drug and 
alcohol misuse, adult mental health issues and domestic abuse  

• special educational needs (whether or not they have a statutory 
Education, Health and Care Plan)  

• is disabled  

• is showing early signs of abuse and/or neglect 
being a young carer  

• is showing signs of being drawn into anti-social or criminal behaviour, 
including gang involvement and association with organised crime groups  

• is frequently missing/goes missing from care or from home  

• is at risk of modern slavery, trafficking or exploitation  

• is at risk of being radicalised  

• is misusing drugs or alcohol themselves  

• has returned home to their family from care  

•  is a privately fostered child  

Choose 3 of the examples listed above. Jot down how you would know what 
they were experiencing.  
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Some of the indicators of the above circumstances may be similar to the signs 
and symptoms of abuse we worked on earlier in your induction, particularly when 
thinking back to Emotional Abuse and Neglect. It is for that reason that you should 
always refer your concerns on the Designated Safeguarding Lead. The child who 
has told you that they are hungry, may have told another staff member that they 
don’t have a bed to sleep in. Another staff member may have noticed that a 
sibling has untreated headlice and is stealing food. Only the DSL can decide the 
best course of action because they have all relevant information. Think of your 
concern as a jigsaw piece. The DSL may have 100 other pieces to that jigsaw and 
be waiting for that last piece to get the right support for that child. NEVER be 
afraid or worried to pass a concern on to the DSL, no matter how small.  
 

PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING CONCERNS 
 

All schools, colleges and nursery schools MUST have procedures in place for how 
staff refer their concerns to the Designated Safeguarding Lead. These procedures 
are different in individual settings. Some use paper concern forms, verbal 
reporting or IT systems to record concerns.  

 

Please go and discover the following information about your school: 

• Where the Safeguarding & Child Protection Policy is kept. Get a copy if you 
haven’t already received one. 

 
 

• Who the Designated Safeguarding Leads are in your school. 
 
 
 

• What the procedure is for reporting concerns. Make sure you are confident in 
this process and know where forms etc are.  
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We have covered a lot of information so far which has been centred around the 
children with which you work and noticing concerns and taking appropriate 
action. A large part of safeguarding children is also being aware of the adults that 
work with them, including you, and how your conduct can contribute to keeping 
children safe.  
 

SAFE CONDUCT 
 

People who work or volunteer with children in schools, nurseries, youth clubs, 
voluntary organisations, churches, sports clubs etc are adults in a position of 
trust. Unfortunately, some people abuse this position to abuse and hurt the 
children with which they work. There are checks in place that everyone must go 
through before they work with children however, sometimes these are not 
enough. 

 

What do you think school can do to prevent adults who work or volunteer in 
school from abusing children? 
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There are lots of ways in which schools and other organisations can safeguard 
children. Once people are employed or volunteering in a school it is important 
that ALL staff are vigilant about adult conduct. To make is easy to identify what is 
safe conduct schools must have a Code of Conduct or Staff Behaviour Policy. It is 
essential that you are familiar with this document as it not only outlines the 
behaviour and conduct you must display but also that of your colleagues.  
If you do not already have a copy of your schools Code of Conduct or Staff 
Behaviour Policy, you should ask your DSL for a copy. 

 
None of the above behaviour or conduct is safe. If you identify behaviour that you 
are worried about your responsibility is to refer to the appropriate person, just as 
you would with any concerns about children. This can be difficult because often 
our colleagues become friends and we do not like to think that they could possibly 
hurt a child. By referring on your concerns you are NOT saying that they are 
abusing a child, you are acting in the children’s best interests and passing on a 
concern. Just as we learnt earlier, your worry is just one jigsaw piece. If you saw 
a colleague smacking a child, a different staff member sees the same person 
shaking a child, a volunteer sees the same person pushing a child but nobody 
passes on what they have seen, it is easy to see how a child could be harmed.  
Pass your concerns on to the DSL or Head Teacher unless your concern is about 
them. In that instance you should speak to another DSL or senior member of staff. 
If you feel that you cannot tell anyone in school about what you have seen, you 
can whistleblow. The details for whistleblowing are on the following page.  

Decide if this conduct/behaviour is safe or unsafe: 
 
 
Taking a photo of a pupil with your personal mobile phone. 
 
The Head Teacher smacking a child gently on the hand. 
 
Giving a child a present because they are your favourite. 
 

 

SAFE UNSAFE 
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That brings you nearly to the end of your Safeguarding and Child Protection 
Induction. Before you finish, let’s just check that you know the essentials: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope you have gained lots of useful information during this induction and that 
you are now confident in dealing with concerns about children and understand 
more about your role in safeguarding and child protection. The DSLs are there to 
support you or answer any questions you may have. Remember that there is no 
such thing as a silly question. You now have the opportunity to improve the 
outcomes for the children with which you work…just do your best and remember: 

Every child is one caring adult away from 
being a success story…be that adult. 

 What must you do if you are worried about a child? 
 
Who are the DSLs in your school? What does DSL stand for? 
 
What must you do if you are concerned about the conduct of an adult who works in 
school? 
 
Who should you speak to if you need support with a safeguarding issue? 
 
You should have a copy of, or know where you can access the following documents: 
 

• Keeping Children Safe in Education – Part One 

• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

• Staff Code of Conduct or Staff Behaviour Policy 

Useful Numbers 
 

Children’s Social Care:  Lancashire – 0300 1236720 
     Blackburn with Darwen – 01254 666400 
 

NSPCC Whistleblowing: 0800 028 0285 
 


