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English                                        
Welcome back! We are really looking forward to teaching the children in Sycamore Class. In English, we 

are beginning a new system of teaching writing in which we will be looking at books through different 

‘lenses’ which help to focus the children’s understanding. As always, we will be using texts which link to 

our theme and include short stories, information texts and poems about journeys including Michael 

Morpugo’s ‘Dear Olly’ which follows the journey of migrating swallows. In the second half of the term, we 

will be using a novel called ‘Journey to Jo’burg’ which illustrates life for two children in South Africa and 

will link to our work on Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks and Nelson Mandela.  
 

Maths 
Throughout this term, the pupils will be consolidating and developing their understanding of place value 

and the four operations. They will apply their knowledge and skills in different contexts to solve a range 

of problems. We will continue teaching pupils different strategies to learn times tables and it is essential 

that you continue motivating and supporting your child with their Maths Learning Journey to help them to 

recall number facts quickly which will enable them to be more successful when problem solving. 
 

Science and Technology 
In Science, we will be studying forces and, in particular, investigating properties of magnets. We will be 

having fun exploring friction using our bicycles, skateboards and scooters and then using force meters to 

measure the effect of different surfaces. Later, we will be tasked with designing and making our own 

magnetic toy. In Design and Technology, we will be using our knowledge of forces to design and make wells 

for extracting clean water in Africa and moving sails for our model Viking ships. 
 

Theme  
In the first half of the term, our focus will be on geography when the children will be investigating 

patterns on our planet including the Equator, Tropics, Hemispheres and Poles, and the characteristics of 

these areas. This will be linked to the migration of animals, birds and people and will involve the 

understanding of the eight compass points. We will be studying life for children in some parts of Africa 

and comparing it with our own, particularly in relation to farming and food. After half term, there will be 

a history focus and we will be exploring the reasons for the journeys made by the Vikings and finding out 

how they developed the boats for their journeys. We will use different methods to try to work out what 

the true facts are about Vikings and what we know from stories! 
 

R.E. 
In the first half term, we will be exploring ‘Why family is an important part of Hindu life’. Children will be 

exploring what is meant by a ‘sense of duty’ and investigating why Hindus worship at home as a family.  

After half-term, our focus will be on Christianity and thinking about people who inspire us and who are 

good role models. We will be investigating stories of the prophets in the Bible and why they chose to 

follow the word of God.   

 
 
 

Journeys 



 
 
French 
The pupils’ knowledge of France and French culture will be developed as we continue to correspond with 

our French link school in the Alps. They will also learn basic vocabulary in the form of simple greetings, 

numbers, colours and days of the week.   
 

Art and Design 
Initially, pupils will focus on ‘self-portraits’ producing a piece for display. We will then explore the range 

of marks, lines and textures that can be made using a range of drawing mediums. Thereafter, using the 

inspiration of famous sculptors, pupils will produce their own 3D African masks and pots, incorporating 

textures and patterns in their designs. 

 

Computing 
Children will initially develop their basic computer skills by using a range of programs, manipulating text 

and images, as well as learning how to save, organise and retrieve their work. They will then create simple 

computer code and begin to incorporate variables in their programs. The overall aim will be to design, 

write and debug a game linked to the theme. Throughout the term, pupils will be reminded about using 

technology safely, respectfully and responsibly.  
 

Music   
The children will develop their knowledge of a range of musical terms (especially pitch and dynamics) while 

listening to a wide range of music linked to our theme. They will listen to music created by famous artists 

and composers covering a range of genres and time periods. They will discuss their preferences, 

explaining their reasons using musical vocabulary. They will also develop their understanding of graphic 

scores and musical notations. 
 

P.E  
We are really fortunate to have the continued support of Mrs. Hunter-Dale (PE specialist) and this term 

we will be practising skills with small balls and rackets for tennis. Later in the term we will be extending 

our understanding of movement in gymnastics. Please make sure the children have their PE kit in school 

EVERYDAY. It is useful if the children have socks (in case they are wearing tights) and jogging bottoms 

in their PE bags as we will be outside as much as possible during this term. Please try not to send your 

child in earrings on PE days as staff cannot remove them and there is always the worry that they will be 

lost! Thank you! 
 

Helping at Home 
Please continue to work with your child on the ‘Math’s Learning Journeys’ and with the ‘Spelling Challenge’ 

book for ‘Support for Spelling’ or Phonics that your child brings home each night. It is essential that you 

support your child with their reading, making it a fun, relaxing and an enjoyable experience. The Reading 

Bookmarks give plenty of advice and ideas. Thank you! 
 

We spend a lot of time in the classroom talking about and practising working together as a team. We 

discuss ways in which we can make everyone feel welcome and valued as part of our class team. However, 

if your child is not feeling happy about school for any reason, please do not hesitate to let us know so that 

we can arrange a mutually convenient time to discuss any issues. 

 

Thank you as always for all your support. 

Mrs Bowker and Miss Metcalfe   


